
  



ASTWICK VALE BENEFICE - NOVEMBER 2021 
********************************************************** 

AYNHO-CROUGHTON-EVENLEY-FARTHINGHOE-HINTON-in-the-HEDGES-STEANE 

******************************************************************************** 

November 7th  AYNHO      11.00am  Holy Communion            

3rd before Advent            Sidespersons:  Annabel Bellamy, Jane Wade         
        

       Farthinghoe - 9.30am said HC; Hinton- 11.00am 

       Morning Worship 
 

November 14th  AYNHO  10.15am         REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 

       Sidespersons:  Jenny Pusey, Ted Sutton  

                           10.50am ACT OF REMEMBRANCE- at Village   

       War Memorials This will include the laying of 

       wreathes on behalf of the village. The calling of 

       names of those from the village who gave their lives in 

       both World Wars.  The sounding of the “Last Post” and 

       “Reveille” including the Two Minute silence will all 

       happen at the War Memorials outside the church at 

       11.0’clock.  

       Please gather  at 10.50am for this short ceremony. 
 

       Evenley - 10.50am  on The Green;  

       Farthinghoe - 6.00pm; 

       Croughton - 10.45am  with Holy Communion            

                                                                                            

November 21st  EVENLEY   10.30am Benefice Service - Blessing of Travelling Cribs 

Christ the King              St.Peter’s Brackley – 3.00pm Deanery Confirmation 

       Service.  
 

November 28th  AYNHO 11.00am  Holy Communion   

Advent Sunday     Sidespersons: Gillian Reynolds, Jane Wade 
   

       Croughton  - 9.30am Morning Worship    

       Evenley  - 9.30am Morning Worship 

       Hinton - 11.00am Holy Commumion.      

       Farthinghoe - 6.00pm Evening Prayer 

*************************************************************************************** 

BELL RINGING at AYNHO - Tuesdays 2nd 16th & 30th  7.30p.m. 

CHURCH CLEANING at St.Michaels on Thursday 25th  9.45am  onwards. 

************************************************************************ 

Memorial Service for Marlene Phillips – November 1st at 11.00am 
************************************************************************ 

Information about the life of Aynho church -   

Enquiries from: Rev.Sue Cooper – revsue.cooper@gmail.com   Tel: 01869 – 810903      
    or Church Wardens:   Andrew Bellamy Tel: 01869 -  810847   

      Kathy White     Tel: 01869 – 810418 

A Pew News is now printed – Request on line or hard copy.  Spare copies in Church Porch 
*************************************************************************************** 

     Items for DECEMBER 2021 - preferably  before or by November 22nd  please to: 

          Sybil at No.32 Roundtown Tel:810692  Email: syban@btinternet.com    

                    and any comments re Newsletter to Rector ….. or  Sybil. 

*************************************************************************************** 

This Newsletter is issued by “ST.MICHAEL’S CHURCH and  

locally printed in Aynho by  “CICERONI TRAVEL”      

(Vol.667) 

mailto:syban@btinternet.com


Pastoral Letter, November 2021.  Revd Sue Cooper writes: 

Dear Friends,  

It’s hard to believe that we are coming towards the end of this year, and during November we will be 

remembering, as a nation, the brave men and women who have died in War and conflicts in service to 

Queen and country.  Remembrance Sunday is our opportunity to honour them and recall the sacrifices they 

have made for our freedoms. It is also an opportunity for us to remember all ex Service men and Women, 

especially those who are living today with traumatic memories and physical disabilities, and whose lives 

have been blighted by war and conflict.  We are holding Remembrance services in all of our villages within 

the benefice, to which I warmly invite you.      

During our Benefice service on November 21st at Evenley Church, we shall be blessing our Cribs.  These 

will go into schools or homes for a few weeks, to then be brought back into our Churches for our Christmas 

Eve and Christmas day services.  Last year Christmas was a much scaled back affair in our homes and 

Churches as we were going into another national lockdown; let’s hope for a much more enjoyable 

celebration of the Festive season this year.  

As I said, it’s hard to believe that we are coming towards the end of 2021, and it’s been another challenging 

year for us all.  We are told that we must now learn to live with the Covid virus, just as we do with other 

viruses such as flu, and this is proving more challenging than expected.  It is now a minefield of small daily 

decisions that we need to make for ourselves, and others, for safety and protection from Covid, and all the 

while trying to balance this with our very human need to gather, and to be with people for our joy and 

pleasure, not to mention for our mental wellbeing too!  None of this is easy, and we are wearied with the 

constant decisions and choices we have to make.  But we can find peace in it all if we remember that even in 

these times, we can find our comfort and hope in the Christian faith, because God doesn’t change.  The 

question of “why is the world suffering with Covid?”, remains a mystery, however we do know “who” we 

can put our trust in in this life because God promised to never leave us or forsake us.  In Jesus’s time his 

disciples were having a hard time coming to terms with some of the difficult things he was telling them;  he 

told them that he was going back to be with his Father, and that, for a while, they would not see him, but that 

they would see him again.  Jesus said to his disciples “I have told you these things, so that, in me, you may 

have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!  I have overcome the world.” (John 

16:33)  So even life with Jesus was not without its challenges for his disciples, so we shouldn’t be surprised 

when, at times, life is less than a bed of roses.  Our journey through this life is far more of a “mystery tour” 

than a “pleasure Cruise”.  But along the way we find that no matter where the road is leading, God will be 

found there.  This is sometimes a very powerful feeling of his presence with us, or sometimes it is seen 

retrospectively as we look back over events.  There is a wonderful poem called “Footprints in the sand” 

which perfectly sums up the way God is with us in all of life’s events and circumstances, and it reveals how 

although we don’t always think that God is even aware of our problems and predicaments, on the contrary, 

he is holding us up through them all: 

Footprints in the sand  

One night I dreamed a dream. As I was walking along the beach with my Lord, across the dark sky flashed 

scenes from my life. For each scene I noticed two sets of footprints in the sand, one belonging to me and one 

to my Lord. After the last scene of my life flashed before me I looked back at the footprints in the sand. I 

noticed that at many times along the path of my life, especially at the very lowest and saddest times, there 

was only one set of footprints. I said to my Lord, "I donôt understand why, when I needed you most, you 

would leave me.ò He whispered, "My precious child, I love you and will never leave you. When you saw 

only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you." (Margaret Fishback Powers, (1964) 

This poem has blessed me countless times over the years as it expresses the way that we all feel at times and 

helps us to understand the truth of where God is in it all, and that we are never left alone, especially in hard 

times.  And isn’t that reassuring to know!  

God bless you all, with love Rev Sue. 



Our Village  ³³  ENTERTAINMENTS ETC  

  

ARMS-Aynho Recorded Music Society (1st Wednesday) 

There will only be two more music evenings at 7.30pm in the village hall, one on Wednesday 

3rd November and the other on Wednesday 1st December, before we decide whether it is possible to 

continue our monthly recorded music.  Anyone interested in listening to music will be very welcome and 

these two evenings will again be free of charge.   Contact Doug Ward on 01869 810723 if 

         you have any questions please. 

GARDENING CLUB  (2nd Wednesday)    Contact Annabel Bellamy 810847 

Our final meeting of the year, on Wednesday 10th November, is a chance for us all to get together after 

another challenging year. We will be starting the evening, in the Hall, with a short AGM to keep you 

informed about your Gardening Club and the programme planned for next year. After this there will be a 

quiz, so get your wits about you! This will be followed by the usual buffet with time to enjoy a chat with a 

glass of wine. We would be very grateful if you would bring something to add to the buffet table – your 

contributions are always delicious and greatly appreciated. Wine and soft drinks will be provided. For 

Members; entry is £1 for the evening, for guests it is £2.  REMEMBER ….. the starting time is 7.00pm.                                                                                          

If any Member wishes to raise a point at the AGM please contact Annabel on 01869 810847. 

AYNHO WI (3rd Wednesday)       Contacts: Fiona Hodges 369122 & Jill Wightman 81120 

We are happy to report we have had two more very enjoyable coffee mornings held at The Cartwright in 

October and delighted that there will be more on the 3rd and 10th of this month; names and choice of date 

will be made known after the completed lists have been sorted. These coffee mornings are proving popular 

and our thanks go to the friendly Cartwright staff always ready to fill an empty cup.  Of course, last month 

was AGM time when questions and queries were discussed.  We were pleased to hear reports from the 

various sections of the group especially one from our joint presidents expressing the gratitude of the 

Committee for the loyalty and friendship shown by our members which has kept the group together over the 

many months of lockdown/isolation. This was followed, not by our usual Ploughman’s (Covid has a lot to 

answer for), but a more ‘seasonal’ and much enjoyed buffet of delicious cakes amidst a display of lovely 

autumn flowers. Our next meeting will be a talk from Anne Lee, the Convenor of the Oxford Macular 

Society Group, who will explain more about the disease known as Age-related Macular Degeneration; when 

it was discovered, the scientists who developed all the relevant machines and medicines and how we can 

protect ourselves. Anne is a patient herself so it will be an interesting talk. Really look forward to seeing you 

at a coffee morning and the talk on the 17th November in the Hall. 

 

AYNHO WRITERS GROUP      Contact: Keith McClellan 810346.                                                                                                           

Meeting 10.00 - 12.30 in the Village hall Saturday November 13th. 

Last month we had some entertaining pieces about footwear, Yes Footwear! and also some interesting room 

based thoughts. This month we describe our thoughts during the “Two minute silence” or a story 

with “suddenly round the corner cameò in the last paragraph,. After which our anniversary lunch! 

 

BOWLS  CLUB  We continue our Tuesday afternoon meetings in the Hall at 2.30pm  .          

Contact: Doug Ward  01869 810723 or email:  dougward@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

HISTORY SOCIETY  (4th Wednesday)     Any queries: Keith McClellan 01869 810346 

24th November at 7.30pm  Village Hall  Entry £2.00  

  AGM followed by “Surviving The Dutch Hunger Winter” 
It is the winter of 1944 — 1945 and life for the Dutch people is a struggle for survival under the German 

occupation.  Making a welcome return local Oxford author Imogen Matthews talks about the history of this 

period as well as sharing the more personal stories told to her by her Dutch mother.  The talk will be 

followed by refreshments during which Imogen’s books The Hidden Village and its sequel Hidden in the 

Shadows, which are both set during this time, will be available for purchase.              

                           

mailto:dougward@hotmail.co.uk


INTERESTED IN AYNHO HISTORY? 
Over the years the History Society has collected various documents, reports, articles, images and other 

things all relating to the history of the village. Until recently this has been stored at Aynhoe Park; with their 

change of ownership we’ve now moved everything to more accessible storage. To better understand what 

we’ve got, the History Society are looking for interested volunteers to get involved with cataloguing and 

photographing everything, partly to preserve valuable content for future generations and with the idea of 

creating an online archive including, possibly, some form of display in the village. 

Also, we’d love to hear from anyone that has pictures and/or other content that could be added into these 

archives; whether as a gift or to borrow so we can scan and/or photograph for reference and then return to 

you. 

If you’re interested get in touch, and we can work out times that suit everyone’s availability. And, if you’d 

like to add to the archives we can arrange to collect (and return, if needed).  Ideally we’d like to get the 

cataloguing done before Christmas, perhaps across 3 or 4 short evenings in November. 

Contacts:  Keith McClellan (keithcarolmac@gmail.com or 810346) 

   Leslie Leighton (Leslie.leighton@aynho.org or 07392 707570). 

 

Happi Pilates 

Offering weekly Pilates classes in Aynho village hall. Classes suitable for all levels of ability. This Physio 

led Pilates provides strength and conditioning for the whole body.  

Contact Sarah Redfern at Sarah@happipilates.com to find out more or 

visit www.happipilates.com                                            

 

WINTER LUNCH CLUB 

DATES FOR NOVEMBER: 
Thursdays:  4th, 11th, 18th and 25th      12.15pm-1.30pm back room of Village Hall 

Winter Lunch Club has returned to the back room of the Village Hall, fingers crossed it can keep going 

throughout the winter months until the end of March.  WLC aims to provide a simple home-cooked meal to 

any villager in a warm friendly atmosphere at very reasonable cost.  Sadly Covid means that to continue 

using the back room of the village hall and to keep everyone as safe as possible it will be necessary to keep 

numbers to a maximum of 22 each week.   To book please telephone Amanda on 01869 810341 no later 

than the Wednesday evening of that week (leave a message on the answerphone + your telephone number 

if I am not there).  If you have booked a place but can no longer come please let me know as soon as 

possible.   Going forward there will also be a list to add your name to for the following week at WLC.  

Payment will be cash only.    

For everyone’s safety there will be hand sanitiser at all doors as you enter the village hall which I would 

encourage everyone coming to WLC to please use (and on each table).  If you should feel unwell then please 

do not attend.   
 

********************************************************************** 

AYNHO HEALTH WALKS  

    Details from Kathy White 01869.810418 or kathywhiteaynho@gmail.com  

There is still plenty of space for anyone else to join us and experience the beautiful autumnal countryside 

around our village. The long walk, the strollers and the track are all available and start at 10.00 am every 

Thursday morning and you can also enjoy refreshments and a chat at the end.  

Hand sanitisers are in place.  

 

ADDERBURY, DEDDINGTON & DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY  
Our next presentation will be on Wednesday 3rd November at 7.30pm at the Adderbury Institute where 

Robert Harvey, ARPS will talk about photographing Wiltshire. You are most welcome to join us, visit our 

website for further details.You can also visit our website to look at the images submitted for our Annual 

Exhibition at The Adderbury Institute and Deddington Church if you were unable to visit.                                                                            

         Anne Hunsleywww.addphoto.co.uk 
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APPLICATION FOR AYNHO ALLOTMENTS – FOR 2022                                                               

Applications for whole or part allotments for the coming year need to be made by 20th November  please to 

the Coordinator on 01869 810847 so that allocations of available space can be made.                

Details about the allotments are on the Village website at https://www.aynho.org/aynho-allotments/ 

Rental of  a whole allotment (20x 6 yards) is £5 annually – and for a half or part allotment is £2.50. At the 

end of the year there is an extra service charge of not more than £10 for water and hedge cutting.  Successful 

applicants will be informed by mid-December. 

******************************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What’s coming up later this autumn and into winter? 
As we head into winter, we’ve got some fantastic events lined up to see us into the festive season with a 

smile. Your support helps us to keep making every moment matter for local families living with a life-limiting 

illness. Here are just a few things that are coming up… 

Are you a wrap star? If you’re nifty with ribbons and a dab hand at wrapping, then we need your 

help! We’re looking for volunteers to help with our gift wrapping on 3 and 4 December at Banbury Castle 

Quay. These sessions help us to raise much needed funds for the hospice, so if you could donate some time to 

help then email getinvolved@khh.org.uk or visit www.khh.org.uk/collectiondays to find out more.    

Care for a Curry  This autumn, why not host a #CareForACurry event and help raise money for 

Katharine House? Simply pick a date, get some friends and family together and enjoy! It’s a simple and tasty 

way to raise money for Katharine House. 

What’s on the cards this Christmas? We have a fantastic range of Katharine House charity 

Christmas cards this year. As well as some great traditional designs, we have cards ranging from snow-

covered local scenes to a rather glitzy partridge in a pear tree! So why not stock up on your Christmas cards 

now and get ahead of the game. Cards are available to buy in our shops as well as online. 

Santa Fun Run – 5 December  Forget mistletoe and wine, if you truly want to feel festive this 

Christmas then make sure to sign up to our Santa Fun Run. The race is taking place on Sunday 5 December at 

Spiceball Park, Banbury, and you have a choice of the 1.5km route or the full 5km – kitted out in stylish Santa 

suit, of course. Tickets are available to buy online now! 

Schools Santa Run  Why should schools miss out on all the festive fun? We're bringing back the 

Schools Santa Run – and this year we plan to make it even bigger and better. We'd love to see as many local 

schools as possible helping to put the 'fun' in fundraising, so if you know of a nursery, primary or secondary 

school who might like to take part, then let them know. 

RC Baker Christmas Tractor Run – 18 December The RC Baker Tractor Run is making a 

welcome return, bringing all the glitz and glam of Christmas. On Saturday 18 December, a fleet of fairy-lit 

tractors will be taking a tour around local villages to spread some Christmas cheer and raise money for 

Katharine House Hospice.  

Digital monthly newsletter – keep up to date with your hospice Sign up to receive our 

Katharine House digital monthly newsletter, which is designed to keep you in touch with all our latest news 

and fundraising events at the hospice. 

Find out more:  Head to our website to find out more about all these events and news: www.khh.org.uk.  
 

 

Thursday 25 th  November at 8.00 pm in St 

Michaelõs Church 

Come and experience an hour of Advent music performed by a local choir, 

TheWheatsheaf Consort.  Free Entry, but any donations, which will go to the Astwick Vale 

Benefice   (Churches of Aynho, Croughton, Evenley, Farthinghoe and Hinton with Steane), 

will be gratefully received.                    

Everyone Welcome 

 

https://www.aynho.org/aynho-allotments/
http://www.khh.org.uk/


YOUR LOCAL TRADE PAGE 

 

N.D.M.ELECTRICAL – N.D.Mobley  Brackley.   Tel:01280-700905   

Mobile: 07922005629                   Domestic & Commercial Installation & Maintenance 
********************************************************************************************** 

DIRTY DUSTERS for Home & Office Cleaning. Show House Cleaning. Ironing Service.   

A Friendly & Reliable Service. Quality guaranteed  Police checked.                                         

Fully Insured. References available. Call RAINE  Tel: 01295-251120 or Mobile: 07584 300257 
********************************************************************************************** 

SANDY BILLY (BSc.(Hons) (MChs)              Private Podiatry/Chiroprody Service –                                  

Deddington Health Centre.   Tel: Mobile 07792212988 email     sandynbilly@yahoo.com  

Nail Care-Diabetic Foot Care-Insoles/Orthotics       Corns and Callus (hard skin) 

Foot care & Foot wear advice.   HP registered.        Clinic/Home Visiting Service.                        
********************************************************************************************** 

SMITHS NEWSAGENTS   just ring   Tel: 01295-26849.        Early delivery to your door  - even 

through lock down  any combination of days/weeks catered for.  
********************************************************************************************** 

BULLS HEAD GARAGE  (Souldern)Ltd.     Tel: 01869-345281                                     

Car & Light Commercial Vehicles -Repairs- Services- M.O.T 
********************************************************************************************** 

DEDDINGTON FOOT HEALTH  Rosie Burland DipCFHP MPSPract 

A professional and caring service providing routine foot care including trimming nails and treating 

corns, callus, ingrowing toenails, fungal and thicknails. Appointments at my Deddington private 

surgery or home visits by appointment.  Call 075000 29727 

Web: www.deddingtonfoothealth.co.uk      Email: deddingtonfoothealth@gmail.com 
********************************************************************************************** 

USBORNE BOOKS    Children's publisher of the year 2020.     Children’s books from 6 months to 

early adult, activity books, story books, educational books, follow me - facebook.com/storytimewithhelen 

or browse my on line shop.  https://usborne.com/organiser/storytimewithhelen 
********************************************************************************************** 

ADAM 1ST CALL HANDYMAN “When you don’t have the time or energy to tick off all those annoying 

jobs” call Adam on 07768398661 email: adam1stcallhandyman@hotmail.com  Based in Aynho and 

covering surrounding areas – call for free no obligation quotation.              
********************************************************************************************** 

A.E.HAWKINS Decorating LTD. Est: 1983              For free estimate call:07790226838 
********************************************************************************************** 

BROWN & BUSBY Ltd.  Bathrooms . Plumbing - Heating Boiler - Maintenance 

Simon Brown Tel:01295 272234 Mob:07917871652  Robert Busby Tel:01608 677587 Mob: 07917871653 
********************************************************************************************** 

DAVID STRIVENS BUILDING SERVICES. General building & maintenance. Dry stone walling, 

patiosand re-pointing.  Contact: Dave on 07590371816 or email davidstrivens1@gmail.com 
********************************************************************************************** 

CMH DOMESTIC SERVICES: Commercial & Domestic window cleaning. Inside and out.  
Plus gutter cleaning. Contact: Chris Henson 07402 449969. 
********************************************************************************************** 

C.F.ACCOUNTANTS LTD.  Friendly personal service. Sensible fixed fees for small businesses and 

taxpayers, with no hidden charges. For free initial, no obligation meeting contact Jason on 01869 345329 or 

07975 589459 or email jason@cockburnfrankin.co.uk 
********************************************************************************************** 

*JUST BECAUSE SOAPS* Handmade soaps available, a variety of fragrances, please call 

Amanda on 01869 810009 or text on 07812 057444.            Price £3.95-£4.50 each  

*************************************************************************************** 

*CRUELTY FREE HOME AND BEAUTY* 10% off body shop products, scentsy wax products and 

more! Contact Laura on 07341 834831 or join my Facebook group. 

*************************************************************************************** 
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