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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to Aynho Parish Council’s annual village report for the 24 months from April 2019 to
March 2021. This report will tell you about the workings of your Parish Council and give an
update on the many clubs, societies and groups active in the village.
Ordinarily the Parish Council would have published the 2020 report in April last year but given
all of the uncertainties that the first lockdown brought impacting every aspect of our day-today lives, it was decided to postpone the report until this year. And, whilst the pandemic is still
with us, the progress made towards the ‘new normal’ brings a new sense of optimism which, I
hope, is demonstrated in this report.
As you may know, within the Parish of Aynho we have circa 300 households with a population
of about 650 of which 550 or so are on the electoral roll.
From past Village Surveys we know that every five or six years about one-third of residents
change; in fact, during the past 18-months that trend has gathered pace with circa 30
households changing, being 10% of the village’s households.
All of which makes this report, keeping residents informed of the work of the Parish Council
and the availability of Aynho’s many societies, clubs and groups, so important.

PARISH COUNCIL’S ROLE & RESPONSIBILITIES
The aim of the Parish Council is to maintain and improve the amenities and resources of the
village so making Aynho a more enjoyable, community-connected and safer village to live in.
In practical terms the Council owns and maintains the streetlamps, the sports field, the Pavilion
and playground facilities and equipment, the bus shelter and other amenities. It has
responsibility for grass cutting and shares responsibility for general tidiness and litter clearance
with the unitary council.
The Parish Council is consulted on all planning applications but can only make observations on
these. The Parish Council has no role or remit regarding any Highways issues but given the
importance and impact of the B4100 and parking demands generally, the Parish Council has
opted to take a proactive interest and campaigning approach.
More generally, the Parish Council believes it has a role within the community to facilitate
community liaison, events and initiatives that improve the village and from these, the wellbeing
of its residents.
Periodically the Parish Council is asked for its views on a whole range of policy issues by
regional councils and other governmental agencies.

Many thanks to the following for allowing use of their images as part of the front cover collage:
Andrew Halliday, David Icke, John Derrick, Chris Coopman, Stephen Brook.
Visit @aynho.village on instagram for links to each contributor. Thanks Again.
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ABOUT THE PARISH COUNCIL
•

Aynho Parish Council (APC) is comprised of eight elected members, recently returned
unopposed in May’s local elections for a term of four years. To increase our number to
the required nine Councillors, one additional Councillor was co-opted at May’s Parish
Council meeting.

•

For the year ahead (May 2021 to April 2022) Leslie Leighton was elected as Chair and
Jeremy James was elected vice-Chair at May’s Parish Council meeting.

•

To support the work of the Parish Council, Chris Wilson is the Clerk (to the PC) and
Stephen Brook recently took on the role of Responsible Finance Officer (RFO).

•

Full details of the Council membership are published on the village website
(www.aynho.org). All Councillors are volunteers and are not paid for their services.

•

The Parish Council meets on the first Monday of every month except January and
August. Meetings last circa two hours and members of the public are welcome to
observe.

•

If you’d like to know more about attending meetings or joining the Council at some
point in the future, please contact the clerk, Chris Wilson (07887 548774 or
clerk@aynho.org)

On behalf of Aynho Parish Council I’d like to say a massive ‘Thank You’ to a number of
Councillors and Officers that are no longer part of the Parish Council, including Fi Burge,
Stephen Brook, Chris Reynolds and Andy Anderson as Councillors and Roger Wertheimer (as
RFO).
Again, Thanks.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
All Councillors are residents of the village, who having variously lived in the village for many
years and others being relative newcomers. Responsibilities within the PC are split, first by
issue and initiatives and secondly by areas within the village.
Councillor/Officer

Areas of Responsibilities

Leslie Leighton

Chair, Planning & Online

Jonathan Clinch

Village Hall Liaison & PC Trustee

Jeremy James

Finances & Audit

Les Horley

Aynho Eco

Rachel Moroney

Aynho Eco & Active

Page 3 of 24

The Glebe, Station Road, Millers Lane &
Aynho Wharf
The Hill, Hollow Way, Skittle Alley, The
Square (part) and Blacksmiths Hill
Croughton Rd (from The Glebe) up to
and including second crossing,
Cartwright Gdns, The Bothy and Farms
Portway, Portway Gardens, Black Path
and Green Lane
Bowmans Lea, School End, Butts Close
(part)
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Dawn Willis

Maintenance and Grass

David Icke

Aynho Active

David Dean

Highways, Traffic & Parking

Liz Hadley

Grants & Funding and Defibrillator

Chris Wilson
Stephen Brook

Clerk to the Parish Council
RFO (Finances and Audit)

College Fields, College Farm, Charlton
Rd (part), Butts Close (part)
Crougton Rd (up to The Glebe), Village
Green, The Square (part), Aynho Court,
sports field
Roundtown, Little Lane, Aynhoe Park,
Banbury Rd
Charlton Rd (part), The Butts, Raincliffe
Close

THE WORK OF THE PARISH COUNCIL
Whilst the past 16-months have been incredibly difficult for everyone, the Parish Council has
endeavoured to fulfil its role and responsibilities despite the Pandemic with most of our
meetings done remotely by phone or Zoom. Given the changing circumstances, we’ve worked
hard to ensure it’s been ‘business as usual’ ensuring the final phase of the streetlight
installation was completed, the sports field and facilities were ready for use, the ongoing needs
for grass cutting and village maintenance were all met - despite social distancing - and keeping
the community informed of our work and initiatives by email newsletter.
And now, despite the worries of new variants possibly affecting the Government’s timed and
stepped easing of restrictions, we feel optimistic that village life will start to find its ‘new
normal’, meaning the community can start to fully connect again and, hopefully, some of the
events and things we used to look forward to, might happen again.
Much of this same optimism is similarly reflected in the objectives we’ve set ourselves for the
years ahead. Our ambition is to develop a series of ideas into initiatives that contribute to
village life building on some of the things we’ve learnt from Lockdown and the re-balancing of
priorities.
In Summary
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•

Connect the Community
Bringing the community together again, such as June-21 Celebration Party, Spring-time Market,
car boot sale, Quiz and Curry Night, WFH (work-from-home) network and support group, coffee
get-togethers, social evenings, etc...

•

Get Aynho Fit and Active
Develop the village’s brilliant sports facility to give everyone something to do that keeps them
active, fit and enjoying the outdoor spaces!

•

Look after Aynho’s Environment
Looking after our green spaces, that’s hedgerows, verges and our own gardens enhancing the
village’s bio-diversity and minimising our collective impact on the environment.

•

Build Towards Aynho’s Carbon Neutral
From small ideas through to the biggest - all contribute to minimising our eco impact! For
example, package-free shopping, local foods pop-up event (5-miles travel max), community
discussion for gas boiler replacements, ground and wall heat source and EV charging, etc.
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•

Community Matters – Get Everyone Involved
We really hope that everyone will get involved, if not with some of the PC’s initiatives, then
community issues that matter to you and you’re prepared to set-up your own group or club. So
we’re here to help, whether that’s practical stuff like ideas and getting things going, publicity
and/or helping with some initial costs to get the ball rolling.

•

Make Our Roads Safer
Continue to campaign for improved Highways management of the village’s roads, traffic flow
and parking.

Many of these ideas and initiatives are discussed in more detail on subsequent pages. We’d
encourage everyone to read and contact us if you’ve any questions or ideas that could
enhance or add anything to these ambitions.
Obviously to make all these things happen requires funding, lots of energy and commitment of
time from everyone and possibly working with other organisations, such as the Village Hall
Management Committee and/or specialist interest groups (e.g., on environmental, ground and
air heat source, etc.).
The Parish Council has allocated budgets from the current year’s precept and will do the same
again next year, as affordable. We also have huge ambitions to fund many of these ideas from
grants and fundraising from business and government bodies. In the past year or so we’ve
secured circa £10k grants for the sports field and hope to secure a further £10k in the next few
weeks, and we’ve increased our own focus on this potential income stream so we’re hopeful
we can make an impact!
Reading through these notes I hope you’re as excited as we are at the possibilities of what
could be achieved in the next few months and years. It’s important to say that whilst the Parish
Councillors are all committed to the hard work needed, we really would like others to get
involved, whether that’s supporting some of the ideas we’ve detailed here or developing your
own community initiatives.
If you’d like to get involved, we’d love to hear from you.

The following sections details some of these ideas (from above) and other roles and
responsibilities of the Parish Council.
AYNHO ECO
Aynho Eco will seek to launch initiatives and support enterprises which improve and maintain
bio-diverse ecosystems in and around the village and will facilitate the reduction of the carbon
footprint of the village community.

We will endeavour to encourage residents to develop their own community-focused Eco
initiatives by offering support, guidance and in some cases funding, for the schemes. For
example, we are currently liaising with someone who is searching for land in Aynho to set up
beehives, which would be of great benefit to the ecosystem of the area.
In order to reduce the carbon footprint of the community, those areas which are currently
being considered include: EV charging points, alternative heat and power sources and
identifying funds for home improvements. We will endeavour to make our community buildings
carbon neutral at the earliest opportunity. Further community initiatives under consideration
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include bulk purchasing schemes and locally sourced food markets, particularly during the
summer months. We are currently exploring the possibility of creating a pedestrian and cycle
path between Aynho and The Wharf. This would of course, require a substantial grant from an
organisation with a keen interest in reducing carbon emissions. This is an objective which
would benefit us all.
In order to improve biodiversity in and around the village, we are currently reviewing the green
areas in and around the village, such as play areas and verges. Whilst many green areas require
regular maintenance, we are identifying those areas which would benefit bio-diversity by being
turned over to wild-meadow areas or areas which could be returned to nature and would
require little maintenance. We are also seeking to further develop previous biodiversity
initiatives such as the orchard on the Sports Field.
Aynho Eco is a community-based initiative. The success of the project will be dependent on
the involvement of all those within the Aynho community. Together we will make a difference.
(les.horley@aynho.org and rachel.moroney@aynho.org)
TRAFFIC, HIGHWAYS & PARKING
In Aynho we have very sadly had one traffic fatality at Wembley Corner at the end of February.
Northants Highways have come up with a proposal to improve the road markings and signage
between Aynhoe Park and below the Charlton Road junction. The Parish Council have asked
for some small changes and requested permission for another mobile speed warning sign in
that area. We hope this will be completed in the next few months.

We have seen an increase in the volume of traffic through the village and with it an increase in
speeding. My fellow councillor David Icke is working on setting up a Speedwatch group to
record individuals who are persistently speeding through the village, at the moment this is on
hold due to COVID and doesn’t look like it will be happening before next year.
We are looking at other ideas to reduce the traffic flow through the village, and are hoping set
up a road side environment survey in order to build a case for more action from Northants
Highways to reduce the numbers. We feel sure the residents on the B4100 would welcome it
as way to offer some relief (or bypass) to the village. The case is somewhat stronger with the
traffic volumes from all the housing developments in Deddington, Adderbury and South
Banbury. At the present time the B4100 is seeing 10 times higher traffic volumes than one
would expect for a B road.
We are also going to have to look to the future and with that in mind we are looking at how EV
car charging points can be integrated into the older parts of the village for on-street charging.
This might use existing street furniture (e.g. Lamp Posts) or other installations. The Parish
Council will be looking at ways to support electric car ownership.
We now have a weekly bus service to Banbury and Bicester with Ability and Rural Lynx which
are subscription services helping to give residents who don’t drive an opportunity to go into
town. (david.dean@aynho.org)
STREETLIGHTS
Perhaps as our first Eco initiative back in 2019 and 2020, the objective of the Street Light
upgrade was to replace the old and very functional looking lights with modern LED lights
capable of saving 83% energy costs whilst being much more complementary to the village’s
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Conservation area status in terms of look and feel. Thanks to the PC team that completed the
project.
AYNHO ACTIVE
Aynho is extremely fortunate to have an excellent sports field and Pavilion within the village for
use by residents and visitors to the village. In the hope of motivating all residents of any age
and ability to get involved, we’ve created ‘Aynho Active’ as a focus for all the many and varied
activities and events we and others organise.

The sports field and pavilion are owned and managed by the Parish Council, with Councillor
David Icke taking on the role of running and maintaining the resource and bringing a real
energy to getting everyone moving and active!
The sports field covers seven acres with football pitches, tennis and/multi game court, 580m
running and walking track and a good quality fitness trail running around the track’s perimeter.
In the past there has also been a cricket pitch. The pavilion has a small function room, a fully
equipped kitchen, toilets and 2 changing rooms for sporting events. There is onsite car parking
and our recent purchase of a shipping container for safe, dry and secure storage.
To help raise funds for the facilities and the upkeep thereof, the sports field, tennis court and
pavilion are all available to hire at affordable rates. There are concessionary rates for village
residents who would like to hire.
Some of the users of the facilities include:
• Brackley Town FC, which rents two junior football pitches for weekend games. Brackley
Town are responsible for the up-keep of both of the football pitches.
• Aynho Health Walking group – one of our longest users - which sets off from the sports field
every Thursday morning.
• Aynho Active Social Running Group – which has just been established – meeting at 9.00am
on Sunday mornings to do laps of the track or a local 5k. We’re hoping to arrange an
evening running session too during the week.
• Monthly Yoga session run by a local resident on a Monday evening. This is currently run via
zoom but hopefully in the near future this can be held at the Pavilion.
• Community football session on Wednesday evenings, started in May 2021, using the
recently purchased goals and nets.
And we’ve got BIG plans for the year ahead!
• Spring Fayre with local businesses setting up stalls around the recreational ground.
• Village End-of-Lockdown Party and to Celebrate the Parish Council’s 125 birthday!
• Erect the Marquee and keep it up over the Spring/Summer months for the community
to use.
• Aynho’s Car Boot is back! Get your stalled booked for August Bank Holiday on Monday
30-August
• And, we’re hoping Michael Johnson’s brilliant Quiz and Curry night will happen this
year!
• Newly acquired table tennis table and accessories adding to what’s possible – for
villagers and hire (for social nights) in the near future.
• Newly donated rounders set for the community to use.
• We also have other plans to set up a Coffee Morning, Social Evening, dart board, table
football, cricket nets and Disc Golf.
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•

Celebrate end-of-school with an Annual Sports Day and, for the kids (and mums and
dads too), an Annual Camp Night.

Despite the Pandemic we’ve made real efforts in the past 15 months to improve the facilities
available – and we’ve got more to do! And we’re always looking for volunteers!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Replaced old and dilapidated sheds with a new robust and secure shipping container.
Improved the entrance and driveway with 10 tonne of scalpings.
Purchased two football goals and nets, which has helped us secure another regular
user.
Build a brick BBQ – a village initiative currently looking for help!
Paint the shipping container, something rural and in-keeping with the space!
Create Aynho’s own sandy beach for kid’s use from the unused boules pitch!

Longer term we have other ideas that might need more time and funding to achieve, including:
•
•
•

Professional clean and repaint of the tennis court/basketball court. £600-£1000.
Paint the Pavilion inside and out with some necessary remedial works to the external
woodwork.
Eco improvements making the sports field and pavilion carbon neutral from
changing the heating and electrical systems and looking for alternatives to the way
we manage the green spaces.

We want the Pavilion to be used by the whole community, so we welcome any fresh ideas or
groups who are interested to make contact. (david.icke@aynho.org)
COMMUNITY MATTERS
The Parish Council are keen to encourage all residents to get involved with community
initiatives. We’re especially keen to support any resident who’s interested in setting up their
own community or specialist interest group(s) within the community; whether that’s hobby
based, a support group and/or activities focused.

To help get things going we’re happy to help with initial ideas and support (if that helps…) and
possibly free or low-cost use of the Pavilion for your first meeting or two (obviously conditions
apply).
If you’ve an idea, make contact with us. We look forward to hearing from you.
(leslie.leighton@aynho.org).
GRANTS & FUNDING
The Parish council is always looking to fund initiatives and activities around the village. One of
the main ways to fund improvements, activities and facilities throughout the village is through
various available grants. The council is currently actively seeking grants and funds to assist with:
Aynho Eco – to improve village sustainability and reduce our carbon footprint and Aynho
Active – to increase the number of activities available to our residents and Funding to improve
our green areas and spaces. This list is not exhaustive, we are receiving information on a
weekly basis about new funds that are becoming available.

If there are any grants or available funds that you are aware of and/or that you think would be a
good initiative, please do not hesitate to contact us. (liz.hadley@aynho.org)
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MAINTENANCE
One of the Parish Council’s largest costs is grass cutting. This requires several areas of the
village to be cut 12-15 times each year, weather dependent.

Our current provider (Continental Landscapes of Bicester) has fulfilled the contract for the past
two years which has been extended for a further year. As common practice we regularly review
their work providing feedback of quality and areas for improvements.
Later this year we’ll issue an invitation to tender, with a new contract awarded for 2022 to 2024.
The visual appearance of Aynho is one of the characteristics that residents most appreciate and
is one the Parish Council works hard to maintain. For a number of years the Parish Council has
opted to contract out maintenance to a resident (Peter Tustain,) to help manage the footpaths,
communal areas and general repair work needed around the village. This contract involves 5-7
hours weekly, as directed by Councillors and managed by the Clerk.
From feedback we know Peter’s work is valued and appreciated by both Parish Council and
many residents alike. Thanks Peter.
To help Peter we’d ask everyone to keep their ‘spaces’ tidy, so it would really help if you could
look after the areas outside your home by weeding, litter picking, etc. Also please get involved
with the Parish Council’s ‘Keep Aynho Beautiful’ litter picking event held twice a year in March
and October. This helps us keep the verges and public spaces in, around and approaching the
village clear of litter. Plus, respecting social distancing needs, you get to meet your fellow
helpers over tea and cake at the pavilion afterwards.
The issue of dog fouling continues to concern the Parish Council. Whilst most dog owners are
conscientious in clearing up after their dogs regrettably there are still a few dog owners who
don’t! Please, could we ask everyone to carry and use poo bags when walking their dogs and
use the numerous dog waste bins and regular waste bins around the village. The dog waste
bins are emptied by Marcus Landscapes.
Lastly, if you see something that needs attention - such as potholes, broken paving slabs, etc –
tell West Northants using their web site (http://bit.ly/wn_highways). This is a quick and easy
way of getting issues noticed and fixed. And, if you do tell West Northants of something let the
Councillor Willis know too – she’ll keep an eye on its progress and chase if things are going too
slowly. (dawn.willis@aynho.org)
AYNHO DEFIBRILLATOR
As many of you know we are lucky enough to have a village defibrillator. The defibrillator is
situated on the front of the village hall, to the left of the main entrance. Our device is called an
AED – Automated External Defibrillator. This portable, light weight device can be used in the
event of an emergency and is designed for ease of use. The Parish Council and volunteers
ensure that the defibrillator is kept in good working order and is ready, if required. Regular
checks ensure that the battery is charged, the pads are in date and the device is not damaged
in any way. (liz.hadley@aynho.org)
AYNHO PARK CLUB DRAW
The Aynho Park Club Draw (PCD) is the village lottery that raises funds for the maintenance of
the Pavilion and sports field. Because of the Covid19 pandemic, the draw was ‘paused’ from
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January 2021 to March 2021 when it was restarted. The cost of playing the PCD is just £12 per
year. However, this has been the same cost for nearly 20 years, so it is the PC’s intention to
increase the cost of playing to £18 per year as of 2022. Having been run in the past by
individual residents of Aynho, notably Valery Taylor for the last 18 years(!), the PCD is now
under the auspices of the Parish Council. (rachel.moroney@aynho.org). It’s a fun way to benefit
the village and 50% of the funds collected is won back by lucky players.
AYNHO ONLINE
The Parish Council maintains the village web site (aynho.org) providing a single web resource
for ‘everything Aynho’. Both Parish Council information and the details and reports of the
village’s clubs, societies and groups featured here. Also, the village is featured on both
Instagram (@aynho.village) and Twitter (@aynho). Separately there are two active Facebook
pages (search ‘Aynho Active’ and ‘Aynho Community’).

If you’d like to contribute to the web site (e.g. write articles, contribute pictures, etc) please
contact the Clerk. And if you regularly post pictures of the village onto Instagram please tag
them #aynhovillage, so making them easier to follow. (leslie.leighton@aynho.org).
PLANNING
The Parish Council is consulted by West Northants Council on all planning applications and is
asked to give a view, based on planning considerations and our own objectives of protecting
the unique look and feel of the village, as to whether an application should be supported or
not supported with comments as required. Whilst the views are not binding on WNC Plans,
they can help direct and influence decisions. Please use this link (http://bit.ly/wn_planning ) to
look at current and historic planning applications and decisions. (jeremy.james@aynho.org)
PARISH COUNCIL FINANCES
In Summary:
Item
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Balances Brought Forward
Annual Precept
Total Other Receipts
Staff Costs
Loan Interest/Capital Repayments
Total Other Costs
Balances Carried Forward
Total Cash & Short-Term Investments
Total Fixed Assets & L/T Investments
Total Borrowings
Trust Funds
Total Funds (C/F)

@ 31-Mar-20
£
40,722
24,720
34,161
6,630
0
74,155
18,818
18,818
181,023
10,400
0
18,818

@31-Mar-21
£
18,818
25,920
14,244
7,650
2,080
28,708
22,624
20,544
132,357
8,320
0
20,544

#6 Street Light expenditure at £38,000
#5 & #10 Interest Free Loan and repayments for streetlighting upgrades
#9 Assets updated in Q3-2020

All accounts are available for inspection under usual rules for public funds.
(rfo@aynho.org)
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IN CONCLUSION
We trust that this Report has helped you better understand the work of the Parish Council and
given you an insight into our ambitions for the year(s) ahead. Our hope is that the work of the
PC and things we can achieve together as a community will make Aynho a better, happier,
safer and more enjoyable place to live.
If you’d like to discuss anything detailed here, please contact me or one of the other
Councillors. We’d be happy to hear from you.
Lastly, I’d like to say a massive Thank You to all my fellow Parish Councillors for all their hard
work and time, which they give freely to make things happen. And, similarly, Thank You to
Chris Wilson for his hard work as Clerk and Roger Wertheimer as RFO for the past ten years –
who we shall miss on his retirement - and welcome to Stephen Brook as our new RFO.
Leslie Leighton, Chair (leslie.leighton@aynho.org)

Aynho Village Survey: 2020
Every four or five years the Parish Council conducts a ‘Village Survey’ to understand the profile
of the village and its households and explore the changing attitudes of residents to some of
the key aspects of living in Aynho. The Survey results and commentary form part of the Parish
Council’s Annual Report and is detailed below.
Past Surveys have suggested that one-third of village households change every five or six
years. As with so many aspects of life at the moment, this rate of change would seem to have
accelerated during the past 18 months – fuelled by the Stamp Duty holiday and move towards
more rural rather than urban living - with 30 or more households having changed, representing
10% of Aynho.
Perhaps the most important aspect of this change is the observation that many of the incoming
households are younger couples and families newly moving into the area, giving a beneficial
re-balancing of ages relative to past Survey results which indicate a predominantly older age
group. The one question this change does pose is whether the village amenities and resources
continue to match the changing needs of the village and, if not, what changes are required
and/or possible.
Whilst our Survey, distributed in March 2020, doesn’t include the views of the new households
it does give valuable insight into the village at the start of the Pandemic which, at some point
in the near future, should be updated with the views of the newer households.

About The Survey
Distributed in Q2-2020 to all Aynho Parish households (302 households) with 157 surveys
completed (52% of households) as hard copy and online (through Survey Monkey). The Survey
included 60+ Q&A’s covering aspects of household composition, village life, shopping
locations, mobile phone and broadband use, energy switching and a number of questions
relating to the work of the Parish Council. It’s important to note that all responses were
anonymised and not attributable to any household or individual. The Parish Council is grateful
for all that participated.
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About Aynho Households
• The 157 respondent households represented
351 people.
• Of the 351 people reported 31 (8.8%) are aged
under-18.
Household Types
Single Person
Couples
Family Units

20.2%
51.3%
28.5%

The following section gives a description of
households in the village and how they work, shop,
drive and stay online.
Age Profile
18-24
25-44
45-64
65-74
75-84
85+

All
Adults
11.9%
13.5%
37.1%
17.9%
14.8%
4.7%

Household*
>1%
12.7%
41.2%
21.2%
17.2%
6.7%

*Based on #1 Respondent age

Years household lived in Aynho

Reasons for living in Aynho

Work
257 Respondents (from 157 households) told us about their work status, location and options for WFH.
Amongst this group, 66.9% travelled by/for work by car and 11.8% by train. The balance was ad-hoc lifts
and no travel (living and working in Aynho).

Work: By Status

Status
Business Owner
Self-Employed
Employee
Unemployed
Unwaged Partner
Retired

Work: By Location

All Adults
6.3%
11.7%
45.5%
1.9%
1.9%
32.7%

Work From Home (WFH)
Role Doesn't Allow
Temporarily (CV related)
Currently WFH
Unlikely
Future Option Possible
Not Known
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35.6%
27.0%
19.0%
9.8%
6.3%
2.3%

Aynho or Adj. Villages

27.2%

Travel for Work

12.7%

Banbury

12.7%

Oxford

12%

London

9%

West Midlands

7.2%

Home Based

6.6%

Bicester

4.8%

Brackley

4.2%

Buckingham

3.6%

If WFH, Meet Other Home Workers?
Yes, regularly
4.4%
Yes, occasionally
24.3%
Maybe
27.1%
Not Interested
44.2%
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Car Ownership
Nos Cars in Household
One Car
Two Cars
Three Cars
Four or More Cars

On-Street: Difficulty Parking?
Never
Occasionally
Sometimes
Often or Always

29.9%
51.8%
8.8%
9.5%

Where Do Park?
Own Drive, Garage or Space
On-Street

31.3%
20.9%
23.9%
23.9%

69.8% of respondents would support additional
measures to manage illegal parking, such as verge
posts. The idea of residents (only) parking permits
was mentioned.

68.3%
31.7%

EV Car Ownership: Do you own a EV car or intend to buy one?
For anyone currently owning an EV
car or actively thinking of buying
one, where would you expect to
charge the car? (59 respondents)
EV Car Charging Points
At Home (Off Road)
29.9%
At Home (On Street)
51.8%
Public Charging Place
8.8%
Four or More Cars
9.5%

Health Practice
147 respondents answered the question of which is your household’s health centre?
Answering: Deddington (71.4%), Brackley (15.7%), Banbury (8.8%) and the others (4.1%)

Mobile & Broadband: Connectivity
MOBILE CONNECTIONS: SIGNAL STRENGTH
4-Bar

3-Bar

2-Bar

1-Bar

Limited

Total

Vodafone

15.1%

34.0%

28.3%

15.1%

7.5%

53

O2

16.7%

21.4%

35.7%

14.3%

11.9%

42

Three

26.3%

26.3%

36.8%

5.3%

5.3%

19

EE

36.4%

31.8%

13.6%

11.4%

6.8%

44

Others

44.5%

33.3%

11.1%

11.1%

0.0%

9

HOW RELIABLE IS YOUR BROADBAND PROVIDER?
Not
Extremely
Very
It’s OK
Always Unreliable

Total

GIGACLEAR

39.2%

36.5%

13.5%

9.5%

1.3%

74

BT

7.5%

37.5%

35.0%

15.0%

5.0%

40

TALKTALK

25.0%

50.0%

0.0%

0.0%

25.0%

4

PLUSNET

16.7%

66.7%

0.0%

0.0%

16.6%

6

SKY BB

0.0%

0.0%

100.0%

0.0%

0.0%

1

OTHER

45.5%

9.1%

9.1%

36.3%

0.0%

11
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Weekly Shopping

Where does your
household regularly
shop for groceries, etc?
(145 respondents)

Does your Household
use Home Delivery
services, and if so which
one?
(138 respondents)

If there was a Convenience or Farm
Shop in Aynho, would you…..?
(133 respondents)

Regularly use?
Prepared to get involved organising?
Prepared to invest and establish the resource?

Yes
93.9%
52.6%
46.6%

No
6.1
47.4%
53.4%

Post Office at the Village Hall
141 respondents answered the question:
Do you know the PO operates from the VH weekly on Tuesday? Answering YES (79.4%) and NO (20.6%)
Have you used the PO facility recently? Answering YES (27.9%) and NO (72.1%)

Home Energy
Energy Switching

Renewable Energy Sources Installed?

146 respondents answered the question of whether
they switched energy supplier in the last 12months.
Answering: Yes (29.5%) and No (70.5%)

15 respondents answered the question of whether
they currently have renewable energy sources
installed.
Answering: Solar Panels (12 respondents) and
Ground/Air Sourced heat pumps (3 respondents)

Living in Aynho

The following section gives a description of
attitudes amongst residents to issues affecting the
Village and living in Aynho

Traffic
Perhaps the most widely commented part of the Survey are opinions of the traffic flows, speeds and
general impact of traffic through the village, mainly on the B4100 and with some concerns of traffic
entering the village on the Charlton Road. When asked, 67.9% of respondents are in favour of additional
speed reduction measures with, notably, 32.1% feeling no measures necessary. Several respondents made
suggestions for measures to control traffic flows, ranging from better signage, 20mph zones, speeds
cameras and bumps, through to a village by-pass and another junction on the M40. Whilst 53.8% thought
a Village speed-watch initiative would be beneficial only 23.8% would volunteer to make it happen.
The known ‘blackspots’ in the village (B4100, Charlton Road, Station Road and Banbury Road) were
acknowledged as being causes for concern; respondents also highlighted traffic and speed issues on
Blacksmiths Hill (junction with Holloway), Portway and The Square.
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Village Maintenance
In addition, several
Respondents
highlighted issues
around the village,
including potholes,
road and pavement
surface issues.

What do you think of the general condition of the following?
Excellent

Good

Reasonable

0.8%
0.7%
1.5%
3.0%
6.7%
6.7%

12.1%
22.9%
31.3%
30.4%
50.7%
49.6%

45.7%
47.9%
45.8%
44.4%
36.0%
40.0%

Roads
Pavements
Drains
Verges
Trees
Hedgerows

Needs
Improving
31.4%
19.3%
15.3%
15.6%
2.9%
1.5%

Poor
10.0%
9.2%
6.1%
6.6%
3.7%
2.2%

All
Respondents
140
140
131
135
136
135

Street Lighting
Generally, most residents are happy (at 73.2%) with the level of street lighting across the village, with
positive comments of the new Conservation style lights. A number of individual comments raised concerns
of areas with limited lighting, including The Glebe, parts of Little Lane, Blacksmiths Hill and Charlton Road.

Housing Development
To the questions of whether more housing was needed in the village and, specifically, more social
housing, respondents replied (Yes) 28.2% and 30.1%, respectively. Areas around Portway and Charlton
Road were nominated as possible areas for development.

Planning
In response to the question of whether there are Planning issues of concern only 26.1% of respondents
replied. Those respondents that gave comments all related to the need for better detail and information of
what’s permitted.

Dogs
32.4% of households have a dog with 84.2% saying the village has adequate dog-poo bins with 62.4%
being in favour of a village dog-warden prosecuting offenders for not clearing up their dog’s poo.

Sports Field & Facilities
Note. These stats
reflect the Survey
period at the
beginning of
Lockdown during
which we know usage
has increased
significantly.

Running Track
Tennis Court
Sports Pitches
Pavilion
Outdoor Gym
Portable Goals
Kids Play Area

Daily

Weekly

Monthly

12.5%
0.8%
0.8%
0.0%
1.5%
0.8%
2.2%

30.9%
2.3%
7.9%
9.9%
5.4%
6.3%
9.8%

14.7%
9.2%
4.7%
3.0%
8.5%
1.6%
7.6%

Twice a
Year
5.2%
13.1%
5.5%
12.1%
4.6%
1.6%
6.5%

Once a
Year
3.7%
6.2%
1.6%
17.4%
1.5%
0.6%
8.7%

Never
33.0%
68.4%
79.5%
57.6%
78.5%
89.1%
65.2%

All
Resp.
136
130
127
132
130
128
92

Comments provided suggested several ideas for new facilities and improvements at the sports field and
Pavilion, including table tennis, pizza oven, swimming pool, ten pin bowling, cricket pitch, bike track,
badminton and others.
27.3% attended previous years’ Car Boot event and 68.8% subscribe to Aynho’s Park Club Draw.
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Aynho’s Clubs, Societies and Groups
Amongst respondents many gave suggestions for
new activity groups they’d like to see in the village,
including yoga, running club, wine tasting,
fitness/bootcamp, bridge, e-sports, Pilates, dancing,
quiz clubs, snooker, technology support and others.
Within these same comments it’s obvious that some
respondents aren’t necessarily aware of the village’s
current activities given their suggestions (being
currently offered).
Amongst all (99) respondents 13.1% stated they’d
be interested getting a new interest group
established and running.

Respondents Taking Part in Aynho’s Clubs, etc..
Aynho Gardening Club
34
39.53%
St Michael’s Church, Aynho
33
38.37%
Others (not listed here)
33
38.37%
Aynho History Society
24
27.91%
Health Walkers
23
26.74%
Aynho Women’s Institute
20
23.26%
Aynho Recorded Music Society
11
12.79%
Aynho Allotments
9
10.47%
Aynho Community Theatre
8
9.30%
Aynho Short Mat Bowls
6
6.98%
Biodiversity Group
4
4.65%
The Photographic Society
3
3.49%
Aynho Writers
2
2.33%
Total Respondents
86
Most respondents are involved with more than one Group, so total
counts are higher than the (nett) respondents

The following section gives feedback from
respondents on the work of the Parish Council and
its roles and responsibilities.

The Parish Council

Are you aware of the Parish Council’s reporting available for
each Monthly meeting?
Agenda on village notice boards?
Agenda on village's web site (aynho.org)
Minutes on village's web site (aynho.org)
How often do you read the Parish
Council’s Agenda and Minutes?
Agenda for future meetings
Minutes for recent meetings

Overall, how effective are the Parish
Council in your experience?

Yes

No

79.4%
78.7%
75.6%

20.6%
21.3%
24.4%

All
Respondents
136
127
127

Monthly

Quarterly

Twice a
Year

Once a
Year

Never

All
Respondents

23.7%
18.9%

10.2%
13.8%

14.2%
17.1%

15.7%
13.7%

36.2%
36.5%

127
117

Excellent

Good
50.7%

Could Be
Better
5.1%

Poor

24.4%

No
Opinion
19.8%

All
Respondents
136

0%

Where respondents provided commentary to support their scores these were positive. Where issues were
highlighted, these related to individual village concerns or questions rather than the efficacy of the Parish
Council. Examples of positive comments include:
•
•

•
•
•
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We think the PC is very good at looking for and
acting on village needs
pc deals with a wide range of needs, issues and
opinions. good that representation changing
more regularly so more can get involved
pc can be proud of the high standards in the
village
Good - a difficult job at times
I think the parish council do an increasingly good
job

•

•
•

I feel there are limited resources to achieve
more than standard maintenance. There is
scope to improve many aspects but cost
prohibits
Recent action on Corona virus has been
excellent so far
Appreciate all the hard work put into changing
the village street lights. Last season’s grass
cutting not as good as previously.
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Aynho News & Info

Web Site (aynho.org)
Twitter (@aynho)
Facebook (Community Pages)
Instagram (@aynho.village)
Newsletter (thru letterbox)

Easy To Use
Portrays Village Well
Provides All Information needed

The following section gives feedback of how villagers use
the various printed and online media for updates and news
from Aynho and engage other from the village.

How often do you use the online and offline media for village news, updates and
other information?
Daily
Weekly
Monthly
Twice a
Once a
Never
All
Year
Year
Respondents
3.0%
11.1%
39.4%
26.3%
8.1%
12.1%
99
3.9%
5.1%
1.3%
1.3%
3.9%
84.5%
78
43.0%
15.1%
3.2%
4.3%
2.2%
32.2%
93
5.1%
5.1%
2.5%
0.0%
1.3%
86.0%
79
2.6%
6.9%
87.9%
0.0%
0.0%
2.6%
116
The Parish Council manages the village web site (aynho.org). How would you
rate it for the following criteria?
Excellent
Good
Reasonable
Needs
Poor
All
Improving
Respondents
11.6%
55.8%
30.4%
1.1%
1.1%
95
15.2%
58.7%
23.9%
2.2%
0.0%
92
12.1%
49.5%
34.1%
1.1%
3.2%
91

The few comments given, criticised the web site’s currency and frequency of update and, one or two
comments suggested the style and design is a little dated and dull.

Living in Aynho

The following section gives feedback of residents’
perceptions of the village and things they like and/or would
like to see improved.

What do you think could make Aynho an even better place to live?

Using the key
words of the
things
respondents
said would
improve the
village, we’ve
created a ‘word
cloud’; the
bigger the text
reflects the
greater
frequency
individual key
words have
been
mentioned.

In total, 68 respondents left comments from which the word cloud has been created. These responses
clearly suggest a village shop in some form would be a popular addition to the village; supported by
earlier Q&As (in the Survey) where 93% of respondents said they’d use a village shop and just over 50%
said they’d be willing to help run it.
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What do you like and dislike about living in Aynho?
Like

Dislike

Respondents were asked for their comments on things they liked and disliked living in Aynho. We’ve taken the key words from
these statements to create a word cloud. Unlike the cloud shown previously, the text size above doesn’t reflect the number of times
a specific sentiment was expressed.

And finally, what six words or phrases best describe how you feel about the village
In just six words we
asked Respondents to
capture what they
thought best described
living in Aynho.
The top six were:
1. Friendly
2. Pretty (village)
3. Rural
4. Traditional
5. Caring, but
6. Lacking Resources
Apologies, we had to turn
the graph on its side to make
it fit on the page!

Aynho Village Survey 2020: In Summary
There’s no doubt the results and much of the detail has given the Parish Council a better understanding of the
changing profile of the village, its residents, households and the community issues that matter to them. We’ll use this
insight to inform much of our decision-making and work during the next few months and years.
Whilst it’s not possible to summarise everything we’ve learnt here in just a few short sentences; it seems apparent
that most residents really value living in Aynho, enjoying rural life amongst a friendly community whilst being well
connected for work, leisure and shopping. And it seems the average age of residents and households is getting
younger, albeit that one-third of residents are retired.
For the Parish Council the challenge - and opportunity – is how to use this knowledge to help facilitate changes to
the resources and facilities within the village to further support the community going forward.
Finally, we’d like to say THANK YOU to all residents that got involved and we’d love to hear from you with any
questions arising from the Survey, our Annual Report and from anyone who’d like to get involved. Thanks Again!
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Aynho’s Clubs, Societies and Groups
The following are short notes from the village’s clubs, societies and groups variously telling you
something about themselves, describing their past year, hopes for the next year and how to
make contact. The Parish Council would like to thank everyone who provided details.

THE ALLOTMENTS
There are 18 village allotments on the Charlton Road between 1st and 2nd crossing. There has
been 100% occupancy in the last 2 years with many additional allotmenteers sharing plots – and
tips. Allotmenteers are from Aynho or have connections with Aynho and live in nearby villages
(Charlton (1) and Bloxham (2)). The allotments are contained within a hedge, have a central path
dividing the whole into two halves; there is an access gate off the Charlton Road and parking for
about 8 cars on the verge. The plots are a very good size – about 5mx12m – each with their own
access path and mostly fenced in to protect from rabbits. It is a little haven as a nature reserve!
Excellent vegetables and flowers were grown in 2020 despite the varied weather; having our
own water supply dispersed across the site helps in the warm, dry periods. The extra time
available due to the pandemic has meant needed fencing repairs and the creation of raised
beds has been impressive
At the end of 2020 there were 2 requests from new villagers for allotment space which could not
be met in 2021– and a reallocation of plots will be made for 2022. The allotment coordinator
(01869 810847) is ready to take names of anyone seeking growing space in 2022. Rents remain
£5 for a full plot and £2.50 for an half plot; costs for services are approximately £10 per year
depending on how much water is used. Good value – good exercise – good fun – great veg and
flowers – and social distancing easily achieved. Come and join the community and give it a try!
History and Charitable Status. The allotments are part of Aynho’s history. An historic charity
runs the allotments on what was described as Poor’s Land “an allotment, of about one
acre……..which appear, by a conveyance to trustees in the reign of Charles 1, to have been
purchased with some ancient benefactions to the poor of Aynhoe” . Nowadays the rents, as
arranged by the Trustees, for each plot (currently £5) are distributed annually to the poor of
Aynho up to a total of about £90. There is no other income. The charity is called Poor’s Piece
Charity and “excepted from the requirement to register” with the Charity Commission (since
2008) in view of the very low annual income and no expenditure!

THE ALMSHOUSES
There is background information on the 8 village almshouses, located on the corner of
Bowmen’s Lea with Butts Close on the Aynho’s website; see aynho.org/alms-houses
All the Almshouses have had residents during 2020 and currently there are no foreseen
vacancies in 2021. In 2020 one of the residents moved into residential care, one resident (aged
90) died, and another resident moved to join her family in Cornwall having enjoyed the
necessary respite of the Almshouses for 2 years. The 3 new replacement residents are all either
Aynho related or from the local area.
The Almshouse are administered by the John Baker Charity, itself made up of volunteer
Trustees living within the village.
Villagers who might be interested in a future vacancy for themselves or for a member of their
family, or who would like more information about living in an Almshouse, are requested to
contact the trustees on 01869 810847 or on 01869 810418.
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CANASTA CLUB
Unfortunately, due to the Pandemic, our activities were stopped after our game on 3rd March
2020 and we have been unable to begin again. However, with the gradual lifting of restrictions
we would hope to revive our club at some time later this year.
We will meet on a Monday afternoon at 2.00 pm and will usually finish around 4.30 pm. The
venue changes as one of our members will host for a week or two and then it rotates around the
village. We currently have 5-6 regular members with occasional visitors from time to time.
The Group is open to anyone who has ever played and to anyone who would like to learn. It is
not as serious as Bridge and tea and biscuits are always available. Most of us have played for a
long time now and are happy to show newcomers the ropes. We only need a minimum of 3
people to have a game so we would encourage anyone who may be interested to come along
and give it a go.
Please contact Kathy White on kathywhiteaynho@gmail.com or 01869 810418 for details and as
soon as we have a date to restart, it will go onto the village website and in the Newsletter.

AYNHO GARDENING CLUB
The year 2020 started like any other year for the Aynho Gardening Club with a fine programme
of events arranged for the Club Members. This started in January with a thoroughly enjoyable
talk by Richard Preston about his garden, Primrose Garden, in Steeple Aston which we hoped to
visit later in the year. A talk by George Lockwood in February was followed by a wonderful talk
by Kate Toller about her beautiful garden at the Old Rectory, Sudborough. A much anticipated
visit to the garden was planned for June.
After those three evenings, our events were abruptly ended when the Government imposed
‘Lockdown’, the Village Hall was closed and the Gardening Club Committee’s main concern was
the safety of its own members as a number were ‘shielding’. The silver lining to all this was that
we had the most wonderful weather during spring and early summer and endless energies were
poured into gardening in these worrying times.
As the months continued it became obvious that the usual Flower and Vegetable Show would
not be able to be staged and so the idea of ‘The Very Different Flower and Vegetable Show’
was conceived. On a horribly blustery day in August our low-key show took place at the pavilion
on the Aynho Sport Field with local judges, Caroline Parkes and Tom Duncan, doing the
honours. Everyone adhered to the social distancing rules and it was good to get-together.
A decision by the Committee later in the year was made to roll-over the 2020 Membership Fee
to cover whatever programme could be re-established for the remainder of 2021. The situation
remains thus and the Committee hope to re-start Gardening Club events at the end of June.
The Gardening Club greatly values the use of the Village Hall to hold our events and thanks the
Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee for the continued work ensuring that the facility is
available, welcoming, well run, clean and fit for purpose.
The Aynho Gardening Club welcomes new members and in recognising there has been a huge
turn-over of residents in the village in the past year, would be delighted to encourage new
recruits!
Please contact Annabel Bellamy (01869 810847)
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AYNHO COMMUNITY THEATRE (ACT)
It’s been a while folks! Just when we had finally found a Director to put on a play and were midrehearsals the dreaded Covid put an end to all the hard work on the production of Bullshot
Crummond. Since then two key members of the production have moved away and it looks
unlikely we will be able to revive the play. Huge thanks go to Amby Hitchcox who has played a
huge part behind the scenes in ACT over many years, in production and finance mainly, assisted
by Phil and Rosie. They will be much missed. When my husband Andy and I moved to the
village 20 years ago, we were told of ACT’s illustrious history and quickly became involved, and
soon recruited our kids, into performing and putting on productions and talent shows. Along
with lots of other families in the village, ACT has performed all manner of plays, pantos and
entertainment creating lasting happy memories in the process.
But life moves on and it’s time to hand over the reins to someone else so I am standing down as
Chair. ACT has a stage, lighting, sound, costumes and numerous scripts in the village hall, all
waiting for some new blood to take over. There is money in the bank account, and we still have
a few interested participants in the village willing to be amateur actors. I am happy to show
people the ropes and support in any way possible as we move on to other activities.
ACT could be broadened to include theatre trips, travelling theatre visits, workshops and other
forms of entertainment, it just needs a few likeminded people who want to make memories just
as we did. Acting and putting on productions is hard work but many children and adults gained
massive benefits in confidence, discovered hidden talents and made new friends in the process.
Please get in touch if you can help or are interested in any way to take ACT forward into a new
era.
Kay Anderson, Chair ACT, 0330 113 6008 kaynho178@gmail.com

AYNHO HEALTH WALKS
In line with the Lockdown, due to the Pandemic, we had to cease our Village Walks after
Thursday 12th March when we had 16 on the long walk and 9 on the strollers.
In September 2020, South Northants Council confirmed that the Walking for Health groups
were exempt from the government guidelines for outside activity and that these could restart
with numbers up to 30. We completed a risk assessment and the Pavilion itself remained out of
action, but with masks and sanitisers being used at the start and the end of the walks and social
distancing during the walks, these resumed in September 2020.
Although there was only one week when the strollers walked, the long walk had a smaller but
regular attendance through to the end of October when all walks were stopped again under the
new lockdown.
As all walks need to be led by a qualified Walk leader and as a number of people were still
shielding or a bit wary or coming together as a group, we did not officially restart all walks until
8th April 2021.
The pavilion is open for use of the facilities and some refreshments are available although they
must be consumed outside. Masks and hand sanitisers are mandatory when going inside the
building.
Some of our previous walkers have not yet returned but we also have a few new ones.
Throughout the pandemic, the track around the sports field has been used regularly by many
villagers and has certainly been a major factor in keeping many people in better health both
physically and mentally from comments made.
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We trust that we will be able to continue the regular walks and build on the numbers although
we are short of Walk Leaders, having lost a few over the past 18 months. Training sessions are
currently being sourced and if anyone is interested in either walking or becoming a Walk leader,
please do contact me.
Kathy White (kathywhiteaynho@gmail.com

01869 810418)

AYNHO HISTORY SOCIETY
The society was founded in 2006 and has continued to hold regular meetings on the last
Wednesday of the month. Initially the talks were concentrated on the village and its immediate
surroundings, and some interesting research was carried out. Since then, the scope has
broadened to involve issues from Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire and other surrounding
counties. We have also had occasional talks from local historians whose work is based further
away.
Sadly the Lockdowns have meant that all meetings in 2020 and so far in 2021 have had to be
cancelled. We hope that our meetings planned for June 30th June, 22nd September, 24th
October and 24th November will be able to go ahead. Details will be published on the parish
website, the community page, the monthly newsletter and by posters around the village.
Currently the charge is £2 per meeting but this may have to rise if agreed at the AGM in
November.
Walking tours of the village are still carried out and remain popular. For walks contact our
secretary, Peter Cole. The society is a member of the Northamptonshire Heritage Forum.
Keith McClellan Chairman 01869 810346 and Peter Cole Secretary 01869 811261

ADD PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY
We have continued to meet during lockdown via ‘Zoom’ with members meeting virtually to hear
a diverse range of speakers talk about their different genres and philosophies about
photography. The virtual world has enabled us to speak to photographers from Brighton to
Manchester as well as Namibia. The resulting members’ efforts can be viewed on our website,
but it has encouraged and inspired us to try different approaches and ideas. We have also been
holding a virtual evening based on a topic each month which, has been both entertaining and
challenging. Our last evening was devoted to ‘Poetry’ linking an image to a favourite poem or
taking a photograph and then finding poetry that might describe or enhance it. We have also
managed some socially distanced workshops looking at the night sky, a bluebell wood and
Batsford Arboretum. Do check out www.addphoto.co.uk.
Anne Hunsley

AYNHO RECORDED MUSIC SOCIETY
It is very gratifying to have had our 21st session of musical evenings. However, because of
Covid19 our 22nd year was regrettably cut short. In our last session every member presented
their own favourites and gave reasons for their choices, this provides for a musically very
pleasant mix. In most sessions one participant presents his/her CD and or DVD choices. During
the interval we have a very convivial get together.
We have great hopes of returning to this very pleasing format in September and will welcome
new members with open ARMS.
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AYNHO SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB
The club meets every Tuesday afternoon from 2.30 to 4.30 in the village hall. We welcome new
members and can provide woods and advice. We have a refreshment break half way through
the afternoon. The club hopes to start playing again on Tuesday 22nd June, subject to the
latest regulations. It is a relaxing and not too strenuous activity suitable for any age so please
come along and give it a try.
The contact is Doug Ward on 01869 810723.

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH
The Church, as it has done for centuries, provides a place for prayer, peace, services, fellowship,
quiet, marriage and baptism - and seeing our loved ones laid to rest. It is there for us all and at
the centre of our community. The year of the pandemic has brought this more into focus for
some. It was closed during the first lockdown but since the summer has been open for a normal
pattern of Sunday services and 3 days a week for access and prayer. Luckily, we had provided a
candle stand in 2019 and this has proved a central point for villagers to come to the church,
light a candle, and think, dwell and or pray for the loved ones lost or ill both near and far away.
Only one wedding was held in the course of the year and there were a number of funerals,
followed by burials or the interment of ashes. It has been a challenging for the Reverend Sue
Cooper as she has had to attend to all 5 churches and villages in her Benefice – all of whom
have the same needs of her time and support, especially around bereavement and illness, as we
do here in Aynho. We also need to thank Graham Gibbs, who has been the Churchwarden for
many years overseeing the Church and the churchyard as safe and lovely places for us all to
visit. The new church wardens are Kathy White of Portway Gardens and Andrew Bellamy of The
Square.
There is much information about St Michael’s church on the village website – and of course
monthly in the Newsletter.

AYNHO VILLAGE HALL
Everyone in the village will have received a copy of our report, prepared for the March AGM.
Many thanks again to all those who attended and to anyone who contributed ideas and advice
for this document. We’re still in the process of planning how to facilitate as many of the things
that people have asked for. As you might expect, a large amount of committee time has been
taken up with the frequent changes to COVID procedures and risk assessments, and we’re
particularly grateful to our booking secretary, Lorraine Sockett, for her efficiency, energy and
attention to detail.
On a more positive note, we’ve been successful in a number of grant applications, and this will
allow us to review all of the current resources for when we reopen fully. Some DIY work has
already started and we’re grateful to Dave Icke for driving this. Amanda Limb (former booking
secretary) has become our latest trustee and her practical experience of using the hall is proving
invaluable as we come to maintain and update the facilities for post-lockdown life – Thanks
Amanda! Lastly, I’d like to thank Leslie Leighton (chairman) and Jeremy James (treasurer) for
their ongoing commitment to making the hall’s activities both sustainable and attractive. We
look forward to welcoming you all through the doors soon!
Jonathan Clinch, Parish Council Trustee (jonathan.clinch@aynho.org)
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AYNHO WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
The Aynho WI, like all other groups, did not have an eventful year with our normally active
calendar of, amongst other things, talks, meals out, theatre trips and visits, having to be put on
hold. Our last full meeting in the Village Hall was in February 2020 and although a lot of our
members have kept in touch by phone and messaging, our first get together, thanks to new
rulings for any gatherings, was April this year on the Sports Field. Needless to say it was a happy
time, not only because we could actually be there but it was great to catch-up on all the news.
There was a lot of happy chatter as it seemed that all members plus some possible new ones
were there, some even bringing their own refreshments. It was especially good that there was
discussion on future events as we have dates and speakers booked. So, in all it was a very
successful get-together.
Anne Woodley WI Committee Member

WINTER LUNCH CLUB (OCTOBER TO MARCH)
As Covid regulations prevented Winter Lunch Club taking place over last winter, I am keeping
my fingers crossed that once again lunchtime on a Thursday will mean happy groups of villagers
meeting up in the Village Hall during the winter months later this year.
Winter Lunch Club is a community-based lunch offering any villager a simple home-cooked
meal at a very reasonable cost, just turn up, no membership required. After expenses all profits
are donated to village assets and usually a charity of my choice which has supported a villager
at some stage.
My thanks go to Amanda Leigh who has so kindly helped 'front of house' over the years but has
now moved to Scotland, without her help WLC would not have happened. Hoping to be back in
October with a few changes!
Amanda Limb

AYNHO WRITERS
The writers group has been meeting on the morning of second Saturday of each month
between 10.00 And 12.30. This year we have been unable to meet due to lockdowns, but we
have continued to read each other’s contributions each month by email and in the spirit of our
determination to continue we published our annual book, “Locked Down but Not Out.” A few
copies are still available, priced at £4 and contain some enjoyable stories and poems.
We have lost a few members over the last two years either through moving away, or having
commitments elsewhere, so we would welcome any new members. The first meeting is free to
see if you would enjoy membership, and subsequently it is £2.50 per meeting.
Keith McClellan 01869 810346
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