
Dear Friends,  
As I write this, we are still in lockdown, with the hope that 2nd December will bring news that 
restrictions will be lifted to some degree that we can enjoy meeting with family and friends again 
over Christmas.  We live in hope. With this in mind we are planning a schedule of services across 
the Benefice, but these will all be subject to restrictions being lifted, and what is permissible at the 
time.  
Perhaps one of the most poignant things we have learnt from this year is that as good as facetime, 
mobile phones, zoom meetings and live streaming are, they are still a poor substitute for meeting 
face to face, and seeing others in the flesh, so to speak.  We have been restricted from, shaking 
hands or hugging, and this has been a great loss, and the fashion for elbow bumping doesn’t feel 
so good.  What is it about being with someone in person, or speaking face to face, shaking 
someone’s hand or being hugged that makes such a huge difference. After all, we can see or hear 
someone through virtual means and the other ways  
mentioned?  
This year we have all experienced the negative consequences of lockdown with regards to social 
contact and interaction, and we have all felt the heartache and sorrow of not being able to see 
loved ones or hug them, and we will never forget how depressing it feels.  Some folk could not be 
with their loved ones when they died, and some have to live with the knowledge that their loved 
one died alone. This is agonising. 
Into this void God speaks comfort and consolation, but more than this, he reminds us that He is 
not a distant God. He proved this because over 2000 years ago in a small unknown town called 
Bethlehem, God sent his son Jesus to be born into this world of ours to live among us, and to walk 
with us and to guide us in the way to live.  He knew our need of having a person to speak to, to 
see face to face, and to just be with us, so God sent his son Jesus to do this.  In Jesus, God came 
to us in the flesh, to speak with us face to face, and to walk our walk.  So if you are ever tempted 
to think that God is distant and doesn’t understand or care about you, think again.  God so loved 
the world that he sent his only Son, not to condemn us, or to tell us how bad we are, but to love us 
and save us.  God’s love for us is so great that he left nothing to chance; he sent Jesus to be our 
friend, our brother and our Lord.  Why not let 2021 be the year that you open up your heart and 
mind to God, and allow Him to walk with you every day? You won’t regret it.  
I wish you all with a very joyful Christmas, and may 2021 bring us all a very happy and healthy 
New Year.  

 God bless you all, and those you love. 
 

With love  
 

           Rev Sue         Tel 01869 810903       Email revsue.cooper@gmail.com  
  

 


