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                     ASTWICK VALE BENEFICE 

     CHURCH CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER 2018 
   AYNHO-CROUGHTON-EVENLEY-FARTHINGHOE-HINTON-in the-HEDGES-STEANE 

****************************************************************** 

Sunday:                   AYNHO – 11.0am Harvest Thanksgiving 

October 7th     (Sidespersons Mrs.Pusey Mrs.White Mr.Bellamy ) 

    Evenley -        6.0pm   Taize  

Farthinghoe -  6.0pm Family Harvest 

    Hinton in the Hedges 11.0am Family Harvest 

 

Sunday   AYNHO – 11.0am Holy Communion  

October 14th   (Sidespersons – Mr.Sutton  Mrs. Chong )  
                 Croughton     9.30am HC   Evenley 11.0am  Baptism 

                Farthinghoe 10.0am FW     Hinton 6.0pm ES 

                                       

Sunday:     Benefice  Holy Communion 

                 “Farewell Service” to Heather & Simon at 11.am   (see note) 

October 21st   (Sidespersons – Mrs Chong. Mrs.White. Mr.Bellamy Mr.Sutton) 
     

    

Sunday:  AYNHO – 11.0am Holy Communion- Bible Sunday 

October 28th  (Sidespersons: Mrs.Bellamy. Mr.Sutton) 

Don’t forget clocks go back!         Croughton  9.30am HC  Hinton 11.0am HC         

          Farthinghoe 6 .0pm   E/S      

 
Autumn Bible Studies   Thursday afternoons commencing October 11th   

Choir Practice              Thursdays 4th & 18th     2.0pm      in  Church 

Morning Bible Study  Monday       8th     10.15am    1, The Bothy    

Church Cleaning Thursday   18th      9.45am    onwards 

Home Communion Monday     22nd   10.15am    16, The Butts 

Prayer Group  Tuesday     23rd               2.30pm    17, The Butts                            

Bell Ringing  Tuesdays 7.30pm  Evenley 1st  Kings Sutton 2nd & 4th  Aynho 3rd Croughton 5th  

   Weddings:  Saturday November 3rd  

***************************************************************************                                                        

Information about the life of our church - baptisms or wedding enquiries from: 

Revd.Simon Dommett Tel:01869.810903         Email@the.revd.simon@gmail.com   
Sign up for our weekly service news and updates with “Pews News” on the subject line   

     or just write in the message and be put on our weekly mailings. 

       After 21st October   to    Church Warden: Graham Gibbs 01869 819727   

********************************************************************** 

 Items for November -   by or before 22nd October please to: 
 Sybil at No.32 Roundtown Tel:810692  Email: syban@btinternet.com       Vol.631 

 Or any comments re Newsletter to Sybil or Rev.Simon Dommett 

  

   This Newsletter is issued by ST.MICHAEL’S CHURCH AYNHO         

and printed by…  HAMPTONS ESTATE AGENTS –DEDDINGTON 



Rector’s Farewell Ramblings 

The sound of music is well known for many iconic songs, but the one that comes to mind now is sung by 
the Von Trapp family as they prepare to leave. 

There´s a sad sort of clanging from the clock in the hall 
And the bells in the steeple too 

And up in the nursery an absurd little bird 
Is popping out to say "cuckoo" 

Regretfully they tell us  
But firmly they compel us  

To say goodbye 

So long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, good night 
I hate to go and leave this pretty sight 

So long, farewell, auf wiedersehen, adieu 
Adieu, adieu, to you and you and you. 

 

The song reminds us that there are many ways of saying good bye.  Some with more permanence than 
others, some imply a future meeting or return. 

And so I want to say Au revoir which translates to “until we each see each other again”. 

Heather and I have enjoyed our stay in these five villages and have grown very fond of them and their 
people.  We hope that we will stay in touch and that if you are passing Bedford then you can turn off the 
by-pass as we are only five minutes away. 

 We would also like to say thank you to everybody who has welcomed us and helped us during our 
time here, for those who have supported our ministry, for those who have opened their houses and hearts 
to us and Millie too.  It would be inappropriate to single people out and mention some names and not  
others, so we would just like to thank you all. 

 As we look forward to being welcomed into our new parish, I would want to encourage you all to be 
ready to welcome your new priest and their possible family when they are appointed.  A warm friendly  
welcome is such a wonderful thing to receive when a family has moved not only job, but house, school 
and will no doubt be feeling a little nervous about what lies ahead. 

 We have enjoyed doing many things while among you, with Pizza Praise, Holiday club, Candle  
Prayers, Taize Worship, BFC, Routz to mention just a few.  We leave them in your hands now and hope 
that they will continue and grow.  We also pray that the drawing together of the five churches will continue 
and that with help and support from each other, the church will continue to grow through the interregnum. 

 

So may God Bless you and keep you, may he make his face to shine upon you, and give you his peace. 

Until we meet again, may God hold you all in the palm of his hand. 

 

 

Invitation to all Parishioners 

You are invited to Rev. Simon Dommett’s last service here at St.Michael’s, Aynho at 11.0am 21st October 
followed by a Buffet Lunch in the Village Hall.  We are sorry to see him and his wife Heather leave us, but 
wish them well in their new parish. A big “Thank-you” to them both for all their work and commitment to 
our village community.      
            Graham Gibbs – Church Warden 

           Simon & Heather. 



Newbottle and Charlton CEVA Primary School  

Come and join a businesslike, friendly and co-operative group of governors, working together to maintain 

high standards of education and care in a local village school.                                                                                                                 

The Governing Board is looking for two ‘Foundation’ Governors. Ideally they would be church-going  

members of the Church of England, and their appointment would be ratified by the Diocese of  

Peterborough.  We’d like to hear from people with experience in any of the following: financial  

management, human resources, premises management or marketing.    

This year the school was rated ‘good’ by the latest Ofsted short inspection and ‘Outstanding’ by the SIAMS 

inspection carried out by the Diocese.  (‘The distinctiveness and effectiveness of Newbottle and Charlton 

as a Church of England school are outstanding’) The atmosphere of the school is calm, happy and  

friendly.  The children here have a thirst for knowledge and a love of learning and all the staff work in a 

supportive, family way to ensure children achieve their very best.    

Newbottle and Charlton School is a Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary school, covering  

Reception to Year 6 (ages 4-11).  There are currently 103 children on roll.  The school is funded through 

the local authority and as a church school it belongs to the Peterborough Diocese.  The school serves the 

villages of Charlton and Aynho predominately but children also come from a number of other local villages 

and towns. 

More information on the school’s website:  www.newbottleandcharlton.co.uk           

If interested, please phone the school (01295 811480) and speak to the Head, Mrs. Smith.  She would be 

delighted to show you round the school. 

 
 
Medieval Wall Paintings @ All Saints Church Croughton 
 
The highly acclaimed wall paintings in Croughton Church are fading into insignificance. They have been 

there since Medieval times and are now in need of extensive restoration. They have been described as the 

cradle of British painting by art connoisseurs and reminiscent of the work of Giotto. They are works of  

National importance. 

The total restoration will cost a large amount of money but before we can start to raise funds we need to 

establish precise costs for the entire project. In order to fund the initial survey two grants have been  

obtained but there is still a small shortfall. To fund this, we will be holding a series of home lunches 

throughout the Autumn.                                                                

                Brian Smith  

The lunches will take place at 12.30 on Wednesdays, in Croughton  

 

10th October      14th November       12th December 

 

There are 10 places at £15 per head which will include a welcome drink, two course meal, glass of 

wine and tea/coffee. Please book and pay in advance. 

 

If you are interested or would like more information ring Valerie Smith on 01869 810540 

http://www.newbottleandcharlton.co.uk


All for your entertainment………………………….. 

 

A.R.M.S  - start of the new season   3rd October 7.30pm  in Village Hall                        

                   Contact: Bob Mann 810264    

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY              3rd October 7.30pm Cartwright Hotel. 

September’s Presentation by Micki Aston was “Piers of the Realm” showing 52 piers from Aberystwyth 
to Yarmouth.   We are here for you to join us. 

              Contact: Paul Brewerton Tel: 01295 276949 paul.brewerton@btinternet.com  

                                               

. 

AYNHO GARDENING CLUB                   Wednesday 10th October  7.30pm   

At our next meeting we will have a talk by Michael Brown in the Village Hall on Wednesday  
10th October, starting at 7.30pm. The talk is called ‘Ghastly Gardening – Horticulture’s Horrible  
History’. Michael came and talked to us back in 2014 (how time flies) and he is an interesting 
and engaging speaker so do please come along for our last talk of the 2018 programme.                                           

 In November, after the AGM, we will look forward to a quiz/party game which we hope you will enjoy 
taking part in while having a glass of wine! 

                                                          Contact: Annabel Bellamy 810847                                                                                       

 

WRITER’S GROUP     Saturday  13th  October  10.0am-12.30 in  Village  Hall 

A Presentation entitled “Saints-Sinners-Stars & Scandals” by David Blunt to further inspire us with our 
writings.  Do join us.                 

           Contact: Keith McClellan 810346   

 .                            

AYNHO W.I                    Wednesday 17th October  7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

At our September meeting it was good to see so many members present, our own and those from local 
WIs to a fascinating talk on Morris Dancing with lots of interesting slides, including some of the old 
Aynho group. Maybe we should encourage our menfolk to bring it back! This was followed by lots of 
chatting and with something the WI is good at – plenty of cakes! But now, signalling the start of Autumn, 
our next meeting, back to our normal Wednesday, will be the AGM followed by a Ploughman’s Supper. 
We look forward to seeing all our members there for this meeting where we can catch up on all the  
latest WI news.                     
           Contact: Mrs. B. Watkins 811152 
 

 

KNIT & STITCH (over a cuppa)– Tuesdays   October 2nd – 16th – 30th      

2-4.0pm   at 2,Portway Gardens.                Contact: G. Wormald 810880                                                

 
 

 

AYNHO HISTORY SOCIETY-   Wednesdayt 31st October at 7.30pm Entry £2.00 

TOPIC:  HITLER’S RETIREMENT PLANS! 

              Discoveries from stereoscopic photos taken between the wars. 

SPEAKER:  Mr Douglas Ward 

           All Welcome        Queries to Peter Cole 01869 811261  

mailto:paul.brewerton@btinternet.com


AYNHO HEALTH WALKS – these start as usual from the Pavilion every Thursday at   10.0am with 

3 different length walks - all with qualified leaders…  and….. lovely refreshments to enjoy afterwards. 
Come and join us and get fit.  

                                    Contact:   Keith McClellan 810346 or Kathy White 810418 

 

 

    WINTER LUNCH CLUB   
                                                           
After a long hot summer it is difficult to believe that the  time has come to 
put a notice in the Newsletter about starting up  Winter Lunch Club again  

        Dates: Thursdays:  4, 11, 18 & 25 October   
  Time: 12.15pm-1.30pm   Where: Back Room of Village Hall    

                                                                                                                                                                
Winter Lunch Club is a community-based lunch offering any villager a home-cooked meal at a very  
reasonable price in a warm, friendly atmosphere in the back room of the village hall most Thursdays  
October-end of March.   Although I am in the kitchen, I have the wonderful support of Amanda Leigh who 
is ‘front of house’ – WLC just would not happen without her help.  I am also grateful to the Parish Council 
who include Winter Lunch Club under their umbrella so that it can be covered by their indemnity  
insurance.                                                                                                                                                                         
No booking is required, just turn up!   If you are going to arrive with a group of ‘extras’ it is always helpful 
to have a little notice so that there will be enough food.  It is a happy hour and a quarter and it is always 
good to see people enjoying the company of others with lots of chat over lunch. 

  Over the 2018/19 Winter Season I plan to donate any profit made to the Village Hall, St Michael’s Church 
and the Defibrillator maintenance fund which are all valuable village assets and I would particularly like to 
make a donation to Alzheimer’s Research UK (registered charity no:  1077089) who are working so hard 
to find a cure for dementia.                                                                                    

                 Amanda Limb 

 

************************************************************************************************************************ 

           

FOR AVON : www.avon.uk.com/store/helenparish or  Mobile 07805678920 

 

Welcome to Souldern Market – with usual goods for sale & refreshments  
Saturday October 20

th
.                 In aid of K.H.Hospice & Souldern Church. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – Yes it’s early – but everyone else it doing it – so 
why not? 

Our church has purchased a quantity of cards in support of 

The Church of England’s  “Children’s Society”. 

These will be available during Service times or can be obtained from Sybil 
at 32, Roundtown. 

 



 Reports from around the village suggest that the event caused 
minimum disruption and was well received by all attendees. We 
had a couple of learnings including- we need to publicise that 
dogs are not allowed on the sports field. A few slipped through 
the net, but we will make sure that we let people from outside 
the village know our rules in advance next time.  Look out for a 
village survey coming via Facebook, Twitter and door drop soon 
regarding the sports field & pavilion. We encourage as many 
people as possible to respond especially our younger residents, 
and by that we mean under 16s.  

You live in the village too and we want to make sure we hear 
from you and want you want. 

Finally - September’s lucky Park Club Draw winner - NICK MASON. 

 
*********************************************************************************************************************** 

WASPS 2018 

"Pest controllers usually remove 2 - 3 nests a day but this year they have been called to 
deal with 10 to 15 a day," said Natalie Bungay, technical officer at the British Pest Control 
Association (BPCA).   
Are there more than usual?  The NHM (Natural History Museum) are not sure. They 
say there are no systematic counts or surveys tracking wasp populations, so experts don't really know 
what an average wasp year looks like.  What they do know is that a warm, dry spring helps the queens 
make their nests and rear their workers more successfully.  Although conditions have been good for 
them this year they think their numbers may still be within the usual range and this is all part of the usual 
yearly cycle. 
Will there be more wasps next year?  The number of overwintering queens could mean more 
wasps next year but according to Chris Raper, NHM’s Manager of the UK Species Inventory suggests 
that too many queens overwintering and then competing for nest sites next year could lead to the  
survivors being in poorer condition and producing fewer offspring. 

Do You Have a Wasps Nest? Advice from BPCA 

 If they are not causing a nuisance leave them alone – they only feed on plant-eating insects  and help 
pollination. 

 Wasps abandon their nests after the summer and will not return to them next year. 

 Wasps usually only attack if they feel threatened.  If you are stung move away from that area as they 
emit a pheromone that calls for back-up! 

 Do not try to tackle a wasps nest yourself contact a professional pest controller (South  Northants 
Council for a fee will deal with wasps’ nests.)  

    Email: animalandpestcontrol@southnorthants.gov.uk or                    
    Phone: 01327 322326 

AYNHO ACTIVE    -   CAR BOOT 

We are delighted to report that the Bank Holiday  car boot 
sale was a great success. 

We had 45 boots and well over 300 buyers. 

The event raised just under £600 for pavilion  funds. 

mailto:animalandpestcontrol@southnorthants.gov.uk?subject=Pest%20control%20service%20contract


FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL……….  

Pop up Internet Café 
Aynho PC are trying to fulfil a gap left since the loss of the bus service, therefore we have  
organised the use of a computer and assistance in the Committee Room of the Village Hall on 
6

th
, 20

th
 and 27

th
 October to show and help people with online shopping. 

                     Anyone is welcome to come and attend 10.30am – 12.00noon. 
 
Christmas Shopper Bus 
Aynho PC are currently negotiating an extension to the Kings Sutton fortnightly Thursday  
shopper service starting 1

st
 November and also providing another small bus on Friday 9

th
  

November and fortnightly after till the end of the year – these developments are very new and 
to be approved at the next Parish Council meeting in the Hall on * 1

st
 October. 

 
Interim Maintenance Support – A temporary opportunity has arisen and Aynho PC are 
seeking to employ the services of someone who is prepared to work for the Parish Council to 
help to maintain the appearance of the village. There being about 5 hours’ work per week which 
will include maintaining path and kerb edges, keeping paths tidy, weed killing, washing signs,  
trimming back overhanging trees etc. APC would provide a list of the works required to be  
completed. Payment would be by cheque on a monthly basis for the hours worked on receipt of 
an invoice. If you are interested please contact the Parish Clerk (details below). 
 
Autumn ‘Keep Aynho Beautiful’ 
It is that time of the year for the tidy-up of our beautiful Aynho.  We will be giving away tea,  
coffee and cakes at the Pavilion on Saturday 27th October 2:00pm to 4:00pm. 
If you have the time we would really appreciate it if you come and meet us at the Pavilion and 
we will issue you with a litter picking stick, a hi-res vest and a black garbage bag.  Just half an 
hour or an hour’s worth of picking will make such a difference. 
The event is sponsored by the Aynho Parish Council with the help of the South Northants 
Council.  In advance – your village thanks you. 
 
Planning Applications: 
S/2018/2028/FUL :  Upper Grounds House, Upper Aynho Grounds, Bicester Road, Aynho 
OX17 3AY.   Conversion of existing farm buildings to office accommodation, a new unit and  
associated parking area.   
 
Applications can be searched on South Northants planning register http://snc.planning-
register.co.uk/ , close neighbours will be consulted direct from SNC planning department or look 
out for the ‘Site Notice’ displayed on the street.  For efficiency reasons SNC no longer provide 
paper plans to Aynho Parish Council. 
 
*The next scheduled council meeting is to be held at the Village Hall on Mon 1

st
 Oct 2018 at 

7:30pm 
 
Contact details  
Chris Wilson is the Parish Clerk and can be contacted on email clerk@aynho.org or phone on 
07887548774 or you can find us on the website www.aynho.org , Facebook and Twitter. 

http://snc.planning-register.co.uk/
http://snc.planning-register.co.uk/
mailto:clerk@aynho.org
http://www.aynho.org


SMITHS NEWSAGENTS – Early delivery to your door – any combination of days/weeks catered for – just 
ring                                                                                    Tel:01295 – 268499 

 

BULLS HEAD GARAGE (Souldern) Ltd.                                                 Tel: 01869 - 345281 

                     Car & Light Commercial Vehicles -Repairs- Services – M.O.T.   

                               

A.L.LOAKES  Banbury  Oil Fire Boiler Services.                                       Tel:01295-269718.   

                              Mobile 07966533524  

 

N.D.ELECTRICAL – N.D.Mobley – Brackley.                                           Tel:01280-700905   

Domestic & Commercial Installation & Maintenance                             Mobile -07922005629 

                                                            

GARY SHERGOLD  - All types of plastering. No job too small.  Over 20yrs experience. Full no obligation 
quotes. Tel:01280-705538  Mobile:07770414716   gshergold@bethere.co.uk  

 

DIRTY DUSTERS   for Home & Office Cleaning. One-off House Cleaning. Ironing Service available. 
Friendly & Reliable Service. Police checked. Fully Insured. Quality guaranteed. Reference available.                                         

Call RAINE 01295-251120 or 07584 300257 

 

ESTERVAN INTERIOR DESIGN – helping homeowners transform their interiors into  beautiful,  
comfortable and practical spaces that withstand the test of time. 

Website:www.estervan,com       Email info@estervan.com        Phone: Vanessa 07751435805 

 
 
ANGELA EWENCE Beauty & Aromatherapy Treatments. Also CACI (non-surgical facelift) &  
Electrolysis.    Fully Qualified & Babtac insured.    Home Treatment. 

                                                          Tel: 01295 – 811359  Website:  www.angelashouseofbeauty.co.uk  

 
 
Aynho Village Hat Hire – Cartwright Gardens. Over 100 beautiful hats and fascinators to choose from for 
those special occasions – Weddings  Christenings  Galas or even a day at the Races. Hire rates from £7 - 
£30 3 day hire.   Email:  apricotvillagehats@outlook.com  Mobile: 07929322949      
Facebook: The Aynho Village Hat Hire.       Website:www.apricotvillagehats  wixsite.com/hathire 

 

SANDY BILLY (BSc.(Hons) (MChs) Private Podiatry/Chiroprody Service -Deddington 

Health Centre.  Nail Care-Diabetic Foot Care-Insoles/Orthotics   Corns and Callus (hard skin)    Foot care & 
Foot wear advice.  HP registered. Clinic/Home Visiting Service.        
       Tel:     Mobile 07792212988  Email: sandynbilly@yahoo.com    

        

“Eve’s Salon”– Aynho based therapist in training and available to offer the following treatments at greatly 
reduced prices: Facials-manicures (inc.gellish)-pedicures-lash & eyebrow tinting-waxing-head and hand 
massage. Also body and face art for occasions. Fully insured and mobile service- some weekdays,  
evenings and weekends.  Text NICOLA on 07964 776133 or landline 0330 113 6008 or find me on  
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Eve’s Salon-224603558078391/,  
Also looking for offer volunteer help to anyone running theatre/drama/film/fashion/ special effects  
productions to gain experience in media make-up. 

mailto:gshergold@bethere.co.uk
mailto:info@estervan.com
mailto:apricotvillagehats@outlook.com
mailto:sandybilly@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/Eve's%20Salon-224603558078391/



