


 

********************************************************************

                                 ASTWICK VALE BENEFICE  

  CHURCH CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2018 
AYNHO-CROUGHTON-EVENLEY-FARTHINGHOE-HINTON-in-the-HEDGES - STEANE 
 

*********************************************************************    

Sunday:                   AYNHO  - 11.0am  Holy Communion 

January 7th  (Sidespersons: Mrs.H.Dommett  Mrs.J.Pusey)   
    Croughton   4.0pm PAC         Farthinghoe 9.30am HC         

     Evenley       6.0pm TAIZE    Hinton 11.0am MW 

 

Sunday:   AYNHO – 11.0am  MATINS     

January 14th   (Sidespersons:  Mrs White   Mr.Sutton)   

    Croughton 9.30am HC        Farthinghoe 10.0am FW 

    Evenley     11.0am HC        Hinton          6.0pm  ES 

  

 

Sunday:   Benefice at CROUGHTON  10.0am  

January 21st     
     

 

Sunday    AYNHO – 11.0am  Holy Communion 

January 28th   (Sidespersons:  Mrs.Bellamy  Mrs.Chong)    
              Croughton   9.30am HC      Evenley  9.30am  FW 

    Farthinghoe 6.00pm ES      Hinton    11.0am  HC              

 

 

Choir Practices                          T.B.A.     

Bible Study Meeting  Monday  15th           10.15am    1, Cartwright Gardens 

Prayer Group   Tuesday  16th            2.30pm  16 The Butts         

Church Cleaning  Thusday  18th          9.45am……….onwards 

Home Communion  Monday  22nd        10.30am  16 The Butts 

Bell Ringing Tuesdays: 7.30pm  Evenley 1st  Kings Sutton 2nd & 4th  Aynho 3rd  Croughton 5th  

                                .                                                      

 ****************************************************************************                                  

Information about the life of our church - baptisms or wedding enquiries from: 

Revd.Simon Dommett Tel:01869.810903         Email@the.revd.simon@gmail.com   

Sign up for our weekly service news and updates with “Pews News” on the subject line   

     or just write in the message and be put on our weekly mailings. 

     Church Warden: Graham Gibbs 01869 819727   

********************************************************************** 

 Items for February 2018 by or before Monday 22nd   January   please to 

Sybil at No.32 Roundtown Tel:810692  Email: syban@btinternet.com        Vol.622 

 Or any comments re Newsletter to Sybil or Rev.Simon Dommett 
        

 

 

   This Newsletter is issued by ST.MICHAEL’S CHURCH AYNHO         

and printed by…  HAMPTONS ESTATE AGENTS - DEDDINGTON 



Rector’s Ramblings  

 

Happy New Year to all our Readers and many grateful thanks for all the help and support that has been given this past year.  
Many thanks as well to our News Letter Editors printers and distributors. 

As Brexit rumbles on we turn our thoughts to the year ahead.  For any organisation to flourish it needs a structure and that is 
as true for the church as any other.  In your local church there is the Rector or priest with spiritual and legal responsibil ities. 
Then there are two church wardens, they are not only responsible for the fabric of the local church but as channels of  
communication between the church people they represent and the priest.  They hold important posts for the smooth running 
of the church.  They are elected each year by the congregation from the church members and by the church members whose 
names are on the church electoral role. Elections take place in April, but with Easter on 1

st
 April (yes it isn’t a joke) the  

congregations need to start thinking about who they want to represent them in the coming year now.  Under the church  
wardens there is the Parochial Church Council which is a group of people elected by the congregation to help in the running 
of the church and to represent their wishes. They serve for three years and each year a third of their number is elected.  
Elections take place at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) before the end of April. 

I hope many people will take the opportunity to thank the wardens and PCC members for all they have done this past year 
and consider if God may be calling you to this role in 2018. 

This summer I hope that I might take a three month sabbatical or study leave from the Benefice.  Priests are encouraged 
every seven years to take some time out for self nourishment and study.  At the moment I have permission from our Bishop 
to take this leave and I am very grateful to the ministry team to help cover the services while I am away so services will  
continue as usual.  I am awaiting some funding grants and trying to plan who might look after our dog some of the time, as I 
hope Heather will be able to come with me as well.  On my previous sabbatical I studied pilgrimages from a pilgrim’s  
perspective and have been involved in some way with them ever since.  This time I want to explore the effect of pilgrims on 
the places they visit, both in a religious and non religious context, i.e. how has, say, Lourdes been effected by pilgrims and 
how have communities in Germany and Poland been effected by those visiting the concentration camp memorials. 

Our own churches in their own way are places of pilgrimage, places where people go to find God and visitors can effect 

those who work and worship there.  I hope to confirm shortly if this will all go ahead. 

 

Cheese and wine with Miss Jones 

Please join us at the Old Rectory Hinton-in-the-Hedges on the 28
th
 January 12pm-2.30pm and listen to the Fabulous Miss 

Jones, Jazz Vocalist. Cheese and Wine and other fine foods will be served.  

Tickets £10 (includes one glass of Wine) All proceeds raised go to The Most Holy Trinity Church, Hinton. 

Tickets available from: Jeremy- 01280 840017  or Kaye – 07720325979 
 

PAC ~ Praise Activity and Cake 

4pm-5pm on Sunday 7
th
 January at Croughton Reading Rooms. 

Come and celebrate the Epiphany or the coming of the three kings as we start the New Year with new Sunday family  
afternoon time.    Enjoy some singing, crafts and cake in the centrally heated  Reading Rooms, parking available behind the 
venue.  Next to the Black Bird Public house. 
 

Croughton Christmas Tree Festival 

My many thanks to all who helped in any way to make our first Christmas Tree festival such a great success. With special 
thanks to CT Walters Electrical and Mid Counties Co-op for their sponsorship. 

 

Future Dates for your Diaries 

4
th   

  February   PAC 4pm Croughton        12
th
  February-Lent Bible study starts 

13
th 

 February Pancakes at the Rectory, Aynho 

4
th    

 March PAC 4pm Croughton     11
th
  March-Mothering Sunday 

25
th
  March-Palm Sunday       29

th
  March-Maundy Meal 

1
st
    April-Easter 

22
nd

 April-St. George Evenley Patronal Festival 

29
th
 April-Joint Service with USAF and Shared lunch  



Your Village Needs You! 

Vacancy for Parish Clerk 

 

After 9 years’ service Sadie Patamia is leaving her role as Clerk to Aynho Parish Council.  This has created a  

vacancy and the Parish Council is looking to recruit a suitable replacement to start in January 2018. 

The Parish Clerk is responsible for the administration of the business and finances of the council.  (Please note 

that as we have a Responsible Finance Officer – the role does not currently look after day to day finances).  The 

key skills required include: good administrative skills, good written English; good IT skills and above all a  

willingness to learn. A friendly and positive outlook is also  essential.  

The post is part time – currently 30 hours per month, and is paid (Salary is based on the pro-rata annual salary of 

£18070 - £22658 depending on experience). The post includes some evening work and occasional attendance at 

civic functions. The successful applicant would be expected to have, or be prepared to obtain a CiLCA (Certificate 

in Local Council Administration).  A  laptop and printer is  provided by the Parish Council. 

Applicants do not need to be a village resident, although it would be an advantage.  

More details about the position can be found on the village web site at www.aynho.org.   

If you would like to apply for the post please send in a short CV, or if you would like to find out more about the job 

– please email Stephen Brook at stephen.brook@aynho.org or call 01869  811167.   

Applications for the post will close on 10 January 2018. 

 

******************************************************************************************************************************* 

 

BIODIVERSITY GROUP 

EVOLUTION GOING ON IN YOUR BACK GARDEN 

People in the UK spend twice as much on bird food than  those on main-

land Europe and this may have resulted  in the British great tits developing 

longer beaks.  Oxford  University, who have been studying great tits in 

Wytham Woods near Oxford for 70 years, have been collaborating with  

researchers at the Netherlands Institute of Ecology and the universities of 

Wageningen, Sheffield, Exeter and East Anglia.  They found that since the 1970s the UK great tits have  

developed longer beaks than their relatives in the Netherlands suggesting that natural selection is at work.   

Further research into great tits with longer beaks found they visited bird feeders more often than birds with shorter 

beaks, they were in better condition and more successful at reproducing.  Dr Lewis Spurgin, of the School of  

Biological Sciences at the University of East Anglia says "Although we can't say definitively that bird feeders are 

responsible, it seems reasonable to suggest that the longer beaks amongst British great tits may have evolved as 

a response to this supplementary feeding." What gives the birds with the longer beaks the advantage?  Maybe 

they can access food in the feeders more easily or maybe as Dr Spurgin speculated “it could be that they don’t 

drop seeds when they’re carrying them away.” 

http://www.aynho.org
mailto:stephen.brook@aynho.org
https://phys.org/tags/great+tits/






KAY’S CHINA HIRE-AYNHO. Vintage China, Cake Stands, Bunting, Tablecloths  

available for your weddings, christenings, baby shower, funeral, tea party. All for just  

£1/head (minimum hire £20)    Local delivery available.  

       Contact Kay on  Tel: 0330 113 6008 or 07980 546332 or kaynho@lineone.net  

 

BED & BREAKFAST ACCOMMODATION IN AYNHO. 

Accommodation in a spacious self-contained annexe with king sized bed, private en suite 

bathroom and conservatory for continental breakfast.   

£60 per room per night Sunday-Thursday. £65 per night Friday & Saturday. 

Phone 0330 113 6008 (Aynho landline) or kaynho@lineone.net  or find us on Facebook 

No.11.              We are dog and child friendly for a small extra charge! 

 

 

SMITHS NEWSAGENTS – Early delivery to your door – any combination of days/weeks 

catered for – just ring                                                                                    Tel:01295 – 268499 

 

 

BULLS HEAD GARAGE (Souldern)Ltd.                         Car & Light Commercial Vehicles 

Repairs- Services – M.O.T.                                Tel:01869 – 345281 

 

 

A.L.LOAKES  Banbury  Oil Fire Boiler Services. Tel:01295-269718. Mobile 07966533524  

 

 

N.D.ELECTRICAL – N.D.Mobley – Brackley. Tel:01280-700905 Mobile -07922005629 

Domestic & Commercial Installation & Maintenance.                                                            

 

GARY SHERGOLD  - All types of plastering. No job too small.  Over 20yrs experience. 

Full no obligation quotes. Tel:01280-705538.Mobile:07770414716.gshergold@bethere.co.uk  

 

ANGELA EWENCE Beauty & Aromatherapy Treatments. Also CACI (non-surgical 

facelift) & Electrolysis.    Fully Qualified & Babtac insured.    Home Treatment. 

                                                           Tel: 01295 – 811359 www.angelashouse of beauty.co.uk  

 

SANDY BILLY (BSc.(Hons) (MChs) Private Podiatry/Chiroprody Service 

Deddington Health Centre.    Nair Care-Diabetic Foot Care-Insoles/Orthotics                    

Corns and Callus (hard skin)              Foot care & Foot wear advice.  HP registered. 

Clinic/Home Visiting Service.                      Tel: 07792212988 email sandynbilly@yahoo.com  

 

 

 DIRTY DUSTERS for Home & Office Cleaning. One-off House Cleaning. Ironing Service    

Pre & Post Tenancy Cleaning. Friendly & Reliable Service. Police checked. Fully Insured. 

Quality guaranteed. Reference available.            Call RAINE 01295-251120 or 07584 300257 

 

 

ESTERVAN INTERIOR DESIGN   Creating beautiful homes 

Website: www.estervan.com.    Email:     info@estervan.com   Phone: 07751 435805 

 

 

 Sarah Dean.Affordable Counselling for ADULTS and YOUNG PEOPLE (13+) 

Registered with the BACP. Banbury Therapy Centre, 69 Oxford Road, OX16 9AJ. 

Phone: 07494 119 478  Google: Sarah Dean Counselling. Concessions available.  

   It’s good to talk. 

 

 



Hope you all enjoyed the snow ……. 

This lady did!! 


