
MINUTES OF THE 45th MEETING OF AYNHO HISTORY SOCIETY HELD AT AYNHO 
VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 29th FEBRUARY 2012 
Present: – Rupert Clark – Chairman and Treasurer 
Peter Cole – Secretary. 
There were five apologies. 
1. Chairman’s Report Rupert Clark 
Rupert re-nominated Ted Sutton as our Village Hall representative. This was agreed. 
He outlined the programme for the rest of the year. 
2. Finance Report Rupert Clark 
Rupert reported that the Society’s funds as at the end of the month stood at £1,164.07. 
3. Secretary’s Report Peter Cole 
Peter announced that Banbury Historical Society’s lecture on “Medieval Food & Drink” would be 
on Thursday 8th March, 7.30 pm at Banbury Museum. 
He has had a programme for the year from Croughton History Society, starting with “Not such Idle 
Women”, the story of women trained to operate canal boats during WW2 on Tuesday 27th March. 
Peter said that it had been a quiet month, with only one query concerning the Seccull family. He 
had been able to clarify the query about Eli and his daughter. 
4. Genealogy for Beginners David Hitchcox 
David said that one of his main interests has always been History. He has been a member of the 
Banbury Historical Society for many years and edited their journal for 7 years. His interest in 
History led him to research Family History. This has become the fastest growing hobby in this 
country and possibly in the world. But it is not something new, as he started 20 years ago when he 
had to go to record offices in London and the counties. 
This originally started with local parsons doing research from their parish registers, and Heralds 
going out from the College of Arms in London to confirm grants of arms to the nobility. Today the 
Internet has made many records accessible from our armchairs, although this does not cover 
everything, and there is still a need to go to record offices for some information. Northamptonshire 
Records Office is very helpful, and so are local libraries. The best place to start is with your own 
family. Talk to older relatives and write down what they have to tell you. Remember that all that 
they tell you might not be 100 percent accurate. Always check everything if possible. In most of 
our cases as we become those elder relatives it is a good idea to write down our own memories of 
past family members: parents, grandparents and any family stories which seem relevant. Then 
pass them on to a family member who seems interested. Get out old photographs and write on the 
back who all the people are, and the date and place. Once those involved have gone there is no 
way of telling who they were. David produced a family photo from 1877 of the marriage of his 
wife's great grandmother. The picture tells us a little more: there is a difference between the men 
on the left in bowler hats and those on the right with flat caps. This indicates class distinction. On 
one side were ordinary farm labourers, the others were gamekeepers, who were ranked much 
higher. 
You can start making a family tree with the knowledge that you have. Then the research really 
begins. Where do you find our about your past relatives? Birth, marriage and death certificates 
give you a lot of information, particularly of the status, where or when born, and names and 
occupations of relatives or witnesses. Copies of these certificates are obtainable from General 
Registry Office online, or by post from Southport, but you do need a ref No., which can be looked 
up on the Internet (Free BMD is a good place) or at County Record offices. These records go back 
to 1837. It usually possible to construct your family details from these. The other great source is 
the Census records. These began in 1841 and are available for every ten years up to 1911. The 
next release will be of the 1921 details. This could be released as early as 2020, provided that 
data on disabilities is not included. The information they contain is very good. Some have the 
location of the house, the names and relationship of those living there and their ages and 
occupations. By looking at each census in succession you are able to build a knowledge of the 
movements within the family, such as children growing up. Sometimes they disappear. Did they 
move away to find work? Did they emigrate? Bear in mind also that that this is still a period when 
infant mortality was very high. Then there are of course Parish Records These are almost the only 
records available before 1837. Although there are wills and property transactions and sometimes 



solicitors papers at Record offices. But in most cases they had to have some assets to appear in 
these records. Or if they had some criminal tendencies they may appear in the Quarter Sessions 
records. Pub owners and gamekeepers had to register, so records of these should be available. 
The parish records for most areas are now lodged at County Records Offices and a number are 
transcribed and on the Internet. Most of our local Banbury area registers are transcribed, and are 
available at the Local Studies area at Banbury Library or Northants Record Office. It is good to use 
Parish records even after 1837, as these confirm details and sometimes have extra pieces of 
information. And they do not cost the fee charged by the Registrar. In the mid 1800s a lot of 
people emigrated to Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and of course the U.S.A. They 
were not all convicts. Many schemes for assisted passages were in operation, and these were 
advertised in local papers, with agents touring the country for likely candidates. With large families 
it was often not possible for them all to be employed in the family business, so they had to find 
their own way. Many men joined the army in 1914. Army records can be a useful source of 
information. The object of Family History research is not to just draw a tree of our ancestors with a 
few dates, but to find out how they lived and what their circumstances were. This makes Family 
History different to Genealogy where they tend to just build bare trees. In Family History we try to 
put leaves on the tree. It is surprising what you can find when you start digging. One important 
thing to remember when researching is that the spelling of names often changes. The parish clerk 
will usually write names down as they are spoken. David found 16 different ways of spelling his 
surname. When using indexes it is important to use the various possible alternatives. Another 
source of information can be found in churches or churchyards. Some people have an epitaph in 
the wall of the Church, others have useful details on tombstones. David has discovered that an 
ancestor, William Hitchcox, was a stone mason in the 1700s, who was responsible for building 
Edge Hill Tower at Ratley, and Wroxton Church tower. More recently another Hitchcox, 
Marmaduke George, was partner with Thomas Jarvis a printer in Church Lane Banbury in 1853. 
He later carried on the family tradition as Publicans and took over the Jolly Weavers in South Bar, 
Banbury. He appeared to do well, as he bought a substantial house in Calthorpe Road and 
became a Borough Councillor. The name Marmaduke is unusual, and something David is still 
researching, but the Hitchcox's married in to the Maltus family who have had the name for many 
generations They held a lease on a mill in Ripon prior to the Reformation, and pre-Reformation 
this mill was owned by the then bishop of Ripon, who happened to be Bishop Marmaduke, so it 
appears that this name has come down the line for over 450 years. David’s brother's wife Elsie 
Reed came from Nelson in Lancashire where she was a nurse. She knew very little about her 
father's ancestry except that they originated in London. Research revealed that her great 
grandfather was Thomas German Reed described as a Professor of Music and originally coming 
from Bristol. Thomas married an actress with a fine contralto voice named Priscilla Horton in 1844. 
She was a well known and respected artist at this time. A picture of her as Ariel in the Tempest 
was painted by Daniel Maclise about 1838 and is held by the Shakespeare Theatre at Stratford on 
Avon. 
On looking further he found a mention of her in Dickens’s diaries. He wrote in 1838 "I wrote a 
poem to Ariel in Priscilla Horton's Album”. He later wrote that she had given him tickets for one of 
her performances in London. The marriage to Thomas German Reed produced many shows in the 
city of London. They produced comic operas with W.S. Gilbert, and wrote some of the music for 
him before he joined up with Arthur Sullivan. It appears Gilbert knew very little about music and he 
wrote his last piece for the Reeds in 1875. He met Sullivan at the Reeds Theatre. It is said that the 
Reeds had been an important stepping-stone in Gilbert's career. The Reeds taught him that "it 
was a paying proposition to write pieces that would never bring a blush to a maiden’s cheek". The 
Reeds were instrumental in bringing Gilbert and Sullivan together. The wonderful thing about 
family history is that as you research you find unexpected happenings in the family and we get an 
insight into how our ancestors lived by looking at the social history of the times. It brings history to 
life and you can keep researching as long as you wish. Once you get started it can become an 
obsession. There is always another avenue to explore. In response to questions David said that 
Internet sites do vary, and you have to be careful about those where Americans put their own 
information on, since in his experience so many of them claim to be directly descended from 
William the Conqueror or other famous people. 



Rupert pointed out that in our Archive we have six volumes, held on behalf of the Church, 'The 
Ancestry of Anthony Morris Johnson', relating to one American family, with a link to Aynho. He 
also pointed out that when researching, you should bear in mind that some county boundaries 
have changed. In addition Rupert confirmed that local libraries are very useful and are prepared to 
help. 
Several people present had compiled a family tree going back as far as the early 1700s, and one 
went back to almost 1500. 
Rupert thanked David for an interesting talk, and hoped that some present would start to 
investigate their families further. 
5. Forthcoming Meetings 
March 28th Banbury – Historic Town or Shopper’s Paradise? Brian Little 
April 25th The Civil War In Oxfordshire Martin Greenwood 
 


