
 

MINUTES OF THE 68th MEETING OF AYNHO HISTORY SOCIETY HELD AT THE VILLAGE 

HALL, AYNHO ON WEDNESDAY 28th MAY 2014 
 
 
Present: - Rupert Clark - Chairman & Treasurer  
    Peter Cole - Secretary. 
 
 
1. Chairman and Treasurer's Report Rupert Clark 
 
 

Additions to the Archive include a programme of a Brass Band Competition held in Aynhoe Park in 
May 1929. There was a full days entertainment with side shows. “Special” trains were run into Aynho 
stations.  
 
Also an auction poster of 1860 detailing the sale of items from the White Hart pub, particularly its 
brewing equipment. 
 

 

 

 

2. Secretary's Report    Peter Cole 
 

The deputy Conservation Officer at South Northants District Council, Liz Knight, was most grateful to 
receive a tour of the village and copy minutes from the Society. She has responsibility for recording 
historic buildings throughout the district.   
 
 
 
3. The E. U. – Past, Present and Future   Chris Hodges 
 
It is easy to under estimate the instability and fractured nature of Europe. Due to wars, alliances, 
marriages and invasions there were constant boundary changes. The Romans then Napoleon 
conquered most of Europe, but their Empires were not long lived. Italian and German national self-
determination helped to balance the Austro-Hungarian / British / Russian Empires. 
In 1848 Victor Hugo suggested a United States of Europe. 
By 1910 the multiplicity of inter-state alliances suggested a period of peace would come to Europe. 
The family connections of Queen Victoria’s family being the glue. 
  
Sadly WW1 and WW2 redrew the map of Europe. 
 
Since then Yugoslavia and the USSR have split and split again along ethnic lines. History and current 
affairs are intertwined at this current point in time, particularly in the Crimea. 
 
Post WW2 various alliances have been formed to try and ensure peace. The principle one is the 
European Union (E.U.) but it is not alone. For example, the European Free Trade Association 
(EFTA), combined countries through trade. Today it links Switzerland, Norway and Iceland. They do 
however follow all the main E.U.’s regulations in order to survive, but of course they don’t have a 
vote. 
Norway owns a vast amount of oil fields in the North Sea, which Britain leases. If Scotland became 
independent Norway might cancel the lease. Food for thought during the debate on Scottish 
devolution. 
 



 
 
The British Commonwealth was an attempt to bring together a multi-country group post colonialism, it 
being based on the British Empire. It still exists, to promote trade and cultural links. 
 
The initial global alliance was formed in 1919 League of Nations, but this just didn’t work effectively. It 
was replaced by the United Nations. While it allowed many more countries to have a say and no one 
country can dominate; its effectiveness is limited through members using their powers of veto. There 
are a number of U.N. organisations, which continue with varying success, such as the Security 
Council, the G7and the G8. 
  
The belief that by linking counties through trade and therefore ensuring peace led to the forming of 
the 1918 Global Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). With the same theory in mind, in 1949, the 
Council of Europe was formed: now known as the E.E.C. If we measure the E.U’s on its formation 
principles, the stopping or preventing war, and having free trade to bring prosperity and thereby 
employment and wealth, it has been a spectacular success. 
 
In 1953 the European Convention on Human Rights was set up following Nazi atrocities. We were 
one of the leaders in that, but ironically it is not part of the E.U. 
 
So where do we go from there?  
So far as the market is concerned there is just one set of rules. There are no barriers to trade. This is 
a driver of innovation and best practices. Competition is good for keeping consumer prices down. The 
market has about 500 million citizens (The USA has only about 280 million) and the combined GDP 
is eleven trillion pounds.  
 
It is often thought that most of our own laws are from the E. U., but in fact over a twelve-year period 
up to 2009, only 6.8% of our primary legislation and 14% of our secondary legislation derived from 
the E. U. 
 
There are actually three inter-linked bodies in the E. U. The European Commission is the Civil 
Service, which runs it. The Council of the E.U. is the Government, which being the heads of states is 
very powerful. The European Parliament, who are the elected representatives, propose, discuss, and 
if agreed enact laws. Then there is the European Court of Justice, which is in Luxemburg, not to be 
confused with the European Court of Human Rights, which is in Strasburg. This three level system 
usually means that only laws with a high level of consensus are proposed. 
 
The next few years may well be rather difficult, since several countries have just this week voted in 
members who are anti the E.U., and if rules are made by people who are against being in the E. U. 
they are less likely to be laws which are pro-Europe.   
 
Markets are global, banks are global, so for the future there is no option but to go for a globalised 
system. The British are very good at regulations, largely due to Prime Minister Thatcher’s 
privatisation of so many businesses. If you have single rules it is entirely logical to have one single 
currency. At present only 18 of the 28 member estates use the euro. The British government’s policy 
has always been that we shall join the euro, but only at the right time. This does make sense, 
although recent problems have proved that the right time has not yet come. Eventually the situation 
may change. We don’t have to join the euro, but it would actually be very sensible commercially. 
If Scotland opts out of the UK, they may want to join the euro to boost their trade, but this could take 
a long time, since they would be at the back of a quite long queue. 
In the UK we have at least 60 regulatory bodies, ranging from the Advertising Standards Authority, 
through the Financial Services Authority, the National Lottery Commission, Ofwat, to name just a few. 
Almost all of these are linked in to Europe in some way. There are five basic rules that apply to all the 
authorities: - 
 



 
 
 

1) Legislation – it must have been properly made. 
2) Accountability – there must be adequate financial control. 
3) Due process – there must be adequate rules to deal with its actions. 
4) Expertise – it must have experts to advise it. 
5) Efficiency – it must lead to innovation. 

 
In order to make people happy we have to make things work better. Previously we waited until laws 
were published from the E.U. before we examined them. Now we have a joint scrutiny committee of 
both the House of Commons and the House of Lords that looks at European proposals as soon as 
they come out. And who is the Chairman of this new committee? None other than our own Lord 
Boswell of Aynho! 
 
It is likely that there will be some changes in the new European Parliament, as quite a lot of people 
now want this. Although the UK has not joined the Euro or the European Central Banking System, it 
should be noted that the latter operates from London not Frankfurt, so that could change. 
 
The Press mainly think we should leave the E. U. but without our European links we are less of a 
player in the global market place. 
 
We can renegotiate the terms of our membership of the E.U., this is certainly on the agenda of Prime 
Minister Cameron. With the disparity of economic power between Northern and Southern Europe is it 
beyond contemplation that the E.U. might split along those lines? If European history teaches us 
anything it is that there will be further changes. 
 
Aynho may be on the outskirts of Europe geographically but it has in part been modelled by the 
Romans and Vikings. European accents have been introduced to Aynhoe Park via two marriages and 
the Cartwrights met and worked with many of the great names of recent European politics during 
their diplomatic service. A number of the village now work for European and global companies.   
 
 
 
4.  Forthcoming meetings 
 
 
Wednesday 27th June  Royal Mistresses   Roger Powell  
 
Wednesday  30th July      “Lili of Aynhoe  -  an artist’s analysis of her life and work”  
                                                                                                Presented by Mr Martin Pye,                             
                                                                                                graduate of the Slade School of  
                                                                                                Fine Art 
 

 

   
 


